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Weather  and  soil  moisture  conditions  were  generally  favorable  for  the 
grewt:.  of  crops  and  the  -progress  cf  farm  work  during  the  week  ending  Tuesday,  April 
] j th .  While  seasonal  progress  to-date  has  been  backward,  general  conditions  have 
continued  encouraging  in  all  sections.  Much  planting  and  Plowing  was  accomplished 
during  tne  week  except  in  a  few  districts  where  fields  remained  too  wet  for  work¬ 
ing.  Seeding  of  spring  wheat  is  more  than  50$  completed  in  the  advanced  areas. 

Be^t  -'l  an  ting  has  started  in  Carbon,  pondera,  and  Stillwater  Counties.  Garden  pre¬ 
paration  is  generally  "underway. 

Growing  conditions  improved  with  warmer  weather,  and  benefited  slightly 
from  light  scattered  showers  during  the  week.  Topsoils,  however,  have  been  drying 
fast  in  some  central  localities,  where  seasonal  moisture  has  not  been  up  to  normal, 
and  will  need  good  rains  soon  to  prevent  soil-blowing  and  assure  good  spring  growth. 
Progress  and  condition  of  winter  wheat  and  rye  was  reported  good.  All  winter  grains 
have  been  stooling  nicely,  with  conditions  in  Fergus  County  considered  the  most 
satisfactory  since  1932.  Reports  from  dditional  counties  continue  to  indicate 
that  winter-killing  was  negligible.  Earliest  sown  spring  wheat  is  emerging,  and 
other  spring-sown  grain  is  germinating.  Weeds  also  are  getting  a  good  start.  High 
winds  caused  some  soil  erosion  and  damage  to  winter  wheat  a.nd  spring-sown  grains  on 
tne  lSth.  Shrubbery  is  coming  rapidly  into  leaf,  and  trees  are  budding  generally. 

Growth  of  grass  on  ranges  and  pastures  was  stimulated  by  the  week's  warmer 
weatner,  and  new  grass  advanced  to  sufficient  carrying  capacity  in  some  south¬ 
eastern  districts.  Most  livestock  have  been  turned  on  the  range,  and  yard  feeding 
has  been  discontinued  except  in  the  northeast  where  ranges  are  still  in  poor  condi¬ 
tion.  A  surplus  of  feed  will  be  carried  over  in  western  and  most  southern  districts 
as  a  result  of  the  mild  winter  and  availability  of  range  grass  during  much  of  the 
usual  feeding  season.  The  outlook  for  summer  feed  is  quite  favorable  at  this  time, 
including  the  northeastern  counties  where  last  year  the  feed  situation  was  bad  and 
almost  a  complete  failure  because  of  the  severe  drought.  Alfalfa  has  survived  the 
winter  in  good  shape,  and  at  present  is  greening  slowly. 

It  was  a  good  week  for  calving  and  lambing  operations,  although  a  little 
loss  of  lambs  occurred  in  the  southwest  because  of  wet  conditions.  The  general 
condition  of  livestock  remains  good.  Form  lambing  has  been  completed  in  most  sec¬ 
tions,  and  range  lambing  will  likely  get  general lv  underway  about  the  1st  cf  May, 
at  whicn  time  new  grass  is  expected  to  be  adequate  for  sheep  in  general. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ENDING  APRIL  19,  1938 
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68 
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Cut  Bank 

64 
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67 
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kalta 
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78 
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* 

* 

* 

0.45 

0.62 
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*  No  Data. 
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stock  should  give  grass  lands  an  opportunity  to  recover  from  after  affects  of  the 
drought.  Work  is  slightly  more  Plentiful  than  during  the  winter  months.  With 
start  of  farm  work,  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  labor  is  expected. 

SUN  RIVER  IRRIGATION  PROJECT:  Light  snow  fell  Monday  and  Tuesday  totalling  .17 

inches  of  moisture.  Some  field  work  starting  and 
generally  fields  will  be  dry  enough  the  first  of  the  week. 

SWEETGRASS :  Weather  changeable.  Rain  and  snow.  Growing  conditions  slow  due  to 

night  frosts.  Winter  wheat  in  excellent  conditions.  Plenty  of  mois¬ 
ture  and  no  wind  erosion  damage.  Subsoil  moisture  best  for  several. .years.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition  due  to  favorable  winter.  Calf  crop  reported  best  in  years. 
Lambing  in  small  flocks  under  way,  with  normal  production  and  light  losses  to  date. 
Early  grasshopper  hatching  started  before  the  storm,  but  indications  are  that  they 
will  not  survive  the  storm.  Crickets  hatching  in  Bridger  and  Kent  Lake  com¬ 
munities  in  alarming  quantities,  showing  little  if  any  effect  from  recent  storms. 

TETON :  precipitation  first  of  week  resulted  in  .15  inch  moisture.  Farmers  busy 
getting  machinery  and  seed  ready  to  start  operations  as  soon  as  weather 
permits.  Winter  wheat  seems  to  be  coming  thru  in  fair  condition  considering  dry¬ 
ness  of  season.  Calving  general  but  lambing  not  general  as  yet.  Weather  past 
week  ideal  for  calving. 

TOOLE :  General  snow  throughout  county  fore  part  of  week,  particularly  heavy  in 

Sunburst  area.  Very  “Little  field  work  attempted.  Frosts  still  in  ground 
and  still  considerable  snow  in  stubble.  Winter  wheat  in  good  condition.  Few 
reports  on  livestock  killed  in  last  week' s  blizzards.  Most  of  cattle  that  drifted 
have  been  found  and  losses  were  generally  slight.  Some  of  the  smaller  sheep 
operators  have  started  lambing  operations. 

V ALLEY :  Past  week  characterized  by  lower  temperatures,  snow  flurries,  cloudy  and 
some  wind,  with  considerable  soil  drifting  in  Avondale  area.  No  farm 
work  being  done.  Few  reports  of  sheep’ losses  caused  by  storm  of  a  week  ago. 

WHEATLAND :  During  Past  week  approximately  2-j?  inches  of  snow  fell,  general  over 

the  county,  followed  by  warm  weather  which  has  taken  the  snow  off  with 
very  little  runoff.  No  activity  in  seeding  or  field  work  as  yet.  No  change  in 
livestock  situation  from  last  week. 

WIBAUX:  No  precipitation.  Cool  weather  first  part  of  week,  warmer  latter  pert. 

Some  field  work  started  after  last  week1 s  storm.  About  middle  of  next 
week  it  should  be  dry  enough  so  that  field  work  will  be  general.  Growing  con¬ 
ditions  good  for  crested  wheatgrass  planted  last  fall.  Indications  are  for  nor¬ 
mal  acreage  of  wheat.  There  will  be  a  large  acreage  of  feed  crops.  Livestock  in 
good  conditions  on  average.  Fairly  good  moisture  conditions  on  ranges  which  should 
start  grass  with  warmer  weather. 

YELLOWSTONE :  precipitation  .  ig  inch.  Cool  and  windy,  with  snow  flurries.  Tem¬ 
perature  unfavorable  for  growing  conditions.  Winter  wheat  survived 
practically  100%  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  Spring  wheat  seeding  in  progress 
in  irrigated  districts  and  farmers  all  at  work  in  fields  again.  Moisture  condi¬ 
tions  will  enable  farmers  to  seed  all  crops  in  irrigated  land  without  irrigation. 
Four  to  four  and  a  half  feet  of  moisture  in  soils  tested  for  depth  of  moisture. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Lambing  on  Project  in  full  swing  with  good  percent¬ 
age  reported.  Range  lambing  also  under  way  with  good  results.  Considerable  un¬ 
employed  labor.  Cricket  program  under  way  with  some  dusting  operations  expected 
to  start  by  the  20th  of  April.  Crickets  hatched  heavily  in  many  areas  and  have 
survived  storms  and  cool  weather. 

CASCADE :  No  precipitation.  Cool  cloudy  weather,  little  wind.  Winter  wheat  about 
90%  survived,  condition  fair  to  excellent.  About  20  inches  moisture  in 
driest  sections  and  as  much  as  four  feet  in  south  part  of  county.  Condition  for 
seeding  spring  grains  best  in  four  years.  Preparation  of  land  for  seeding  beets 
under  way  and  some  fields  will  be  seeded  first  of  week  under  good  conditions.  No 
hoppers  or  crickets  ha.tched  yet.  Organization  complete  for  campaign  and  plan 
approved  by  Commissioners.  Pale  western  cutworms  are  hatched  and  about  l/S  inch 
long,  farmers  watching  opportunity  for  control  by  cultivation.  Livestock  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  No  loss  reported  in  storm  of  last  week.  Lambing  under  way  in 
small  flocks.  Ample  feed  supplies.  No  calls  for  financing  to  re'stock  ranges. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  good.  Some  wind, 

. partly  cloudy,  limited  winter  wheat  seedings  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Weather  conditions  have  not  permitted  field  work  generally,  but  early  spring 
seedings  have  been  d  in  limited  areas.  Soil  drifting  on  exposed  areas  resulted 
ln  little  crop  damage  from  the  severe  March  storms.  Moisture  in  the  fallow  varies 
from  18  to  24  inches  or. more,  in  sod  three  inches  less.  Livestock  generally  have 
wintered  well  and  are  in  good  condition.  Little  feed  reserves  remaining.  Consider 
able  loss  experienced  by  sheepmen  during  last  storm.  Prospects  for  spring  range 
grasses  are  much  improved. 
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p ARK :  Warm  weather  end  of  week  is  fast  melting  snow  and  moisture  is  don  in 

ground  from  two  to  four  feet.  Cron  prospects  excellent.  Most  winter  wheat 
fields  in  good  shape.  Fields  toe  wet  for  soring  work.  Grass  greening  where  snow 
has  melted  or  blown  off.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Lamb  end  calf  above 
normal.  Scarcity  of  ->’>if  s  in  ebunty.  $ood  milk  cows  commanding  good  prices.  No 
reports  on  wool  being  contracted  yet.  If  warm  weather  of  past  two  days  continues, 
cricket  hatchings  expected  soon. 

PHILLIPS:  Slight  amount  of  moisture  fell  during  week.  Generally  cool  and  snow 

melting  slowly  witn  little  runoff.  Warmer  latter  part  of  week.  Con¬ 
ditions  not  yet  favorable  for  field  work.  If  weather  continues  warm,  field  pre¬ 
paration-will  be  general  within  a  week.  Moisture  penetration  of  two  to  three  feet, 
witn  lower  average  in  northern  part  of  county.  Moisture  conditions  in  valley  are 
very  good.  Livestock  condition  generally  good.  Some  losses  of  sheep  and  cattle 
reported  as  result  of  recent  storm.  Range  short  in  north  country;  better  south  of 
Milk  River  Valley.  Water  plentiful. 

PONDERA:  Light  snows  fore  part  cf  week  with  moisture  content  of  .40  inch.  Warmer 
last  part  of  week  witn  rising  temperatures .  No  wind.  Soil  moisture 
ranges  from  10  inches  in  some  stubble  land  to  2  feet  in  summer  fallow  and  basin 
listing.  No  growing  weather  so  far.  Very  little  seeding  has  taken  place  because 
moisture  conditions  in  fields  did  not  allew  machine  operation's.  Some  sheer)  opera¬ 
tors  have  begun  lambing.  Cattle  men  having  good  results  in ■ percentage  of  calves 
dropped.  Generally  livestock  is  in  good  condition.  Labor  adequate  for  present 
needs.  No  reports  of  insects  hatching.  Some  ranch  operators  have  begun  poisoning 
gophers  and  a  few  have  reported  seeing  Columoian  ground  squirrels. 

PRAIRIE :  No  precipitation.  Weather  cool  'fore  part  of  week  but  warming  un  the 

latter  part  of  week.  Fields  freeze  every  night.  Majority  of  land  too 
wet  for  field  work  before  Monday;  some  work  dene  Thursday  on  leveler  bench  lands 
where  the  wind  had  blown  fields  clear  cf  snow.  vv'inter  wheat  seems  to  have  sur¬ 
vived  winter  in  good  shape;  there  is  only  a  small  amount  of  winter  wheat  in  the 
county.  Seed  loans  ccming  in  slowly;  fC'wer  applications  than  were  made  last  year. 
Nearly  all  livestock  operators  report  the  less  cf  seme  stock  during  the  storm  of 
last  week.  This  loss  was  Particularly  severe  north  of  the  Divide  where  there  was 
more  snew  and  the  sterm  was  intensified. 

R ICELAND :  Snow  of  last  week  has  continued  to  remain  on  the  ground  over  much  of  the 
county.  About  half  cf  eastern  half  of  county  received  from  six  to  ten 
inches  of  snew  that  was  ^retty  well  drifted  and  blocked  all  reads.  Will  probably 
oe  week  cr  ten  days  with  favorable  weather  before  field  work  can  be  done,  except 
in  small  areas  where  there  was  less  snew.  The  few  hoppers  which  had  hatched  out  on 
seme  south  slopes  more  or  less  disappeared  with  recent  storm.  Farmers  getting 
machinery  fixed  up,  ready  to  ’start  field  operations  as  soon  as  ground  conditions 
permit.  Nc  change  in  livestock  situation. 

ROOSEVELT :  Nc  precipitation.  Snew  thawing  during  day,  freezing  at  night.  Very 

little  runoff,  Snew  practically  gene  in  western  section,  very  little 
growth  started.  No  crop  work  done  and  none  expected  on  majority  cf  soils  for  an¬ 
other  week,  with  possible  exception  cf  extreme  western  section.  Blizzard  of  pre¬ 
vious  week  caused  some'  loss  among  early  calves  cf  stock  which  was  unprotected. 

Stock  being  fed  in  most  instances.  ' 

ROSEBUD :  Light  snowfall  added  little  moisture  to  soil.  Grass  and  winter  wheat 

made  little  growth  during  week  because  cf  lew  temperature.  Beet  growers 
have  considerable  acreage  ready  for  seeding  but  are  awaiting  contracts  'fr°m  sugar 
companies  before  seeding.  Most  sheep  bands  scattered  during  last  weak's  storm, 
have  been  gathered  with  very  light  losses  reported.  No  cattle  losses  reported. 

Both  cattle  and  sheep  being  moved  to  summer  ranges.'  Calving  started  with  good  per¬ 
centage  in  prospect.  Several  shipments  of  cows  have  been  brought  in  for  restock¬ 
ing  purposes. 

S ANDERS :  Precipitation  .43  inch.  Generally  cloudy  with  light  showers,  warm  days 
and  frosty  nights.  Crop  conditions  very  good.  Excellent  moisture  con¬ 
ditions.  Winter  wheat  and  meadows  starting  tc  green.  Field  work  start ing' but  soil 
generally  too  wet.  Winter  wheat  in  good  condition.-  Much  cf  winter  wheat  which  did 
*rt  get  tc  surface  la.st  fall  from  lack  cf  moisture  is  new  coming  up.  Apparently  no 
winter  killing  of  wheat  or  meadows.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition.  Some  sur¬ 
plus  feed.  Range  shewing  green  and  some  stock  turned  cut  tc  grass.  Some  surplus 
of  labor.  ■'  •  '  -  ,  :  ■  - 

SHERIDAN :  Weather  mild  during  pa.st  week-.  Freezing  at  night,  with  temperatures 

rising  daring  day.  Very  little  moisture  received  since  middle  of  March. 
Just  trace  of  snow  fell  during  storm  which ' occurred  in' other  parts  of  State  a  week 
ago.  Moisture  condition  of  soil  better  than  for  several  years.  Moisture  has 
penetrated  to  depth  cf  twe  feet  in  stubble ' and  from  three  to  four  feet  in  fallow. 
Very  little  farm  work  done  and  present  conditions  indicate  that  with  good  weather, 
field  work  will  start  in  about  a  week.  Livestock  which  was  retained  in  the  county 
is  in  fair  to  peer  condition.  Range  conditions- lock  premising  and  the  shortage  c  f 

( Continued  on  Page . 4 . ) , . 
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FERGUS  :  Chilly  first  of  week  but  good  growing  weather  last  two  or  three  days. 

Winter  wheat  in  practically  entire  county  stood  the  severe  storm  last 
week  in  very  good  condition.  Warm  weather  beginning  to  show  considerable  work. 

Seme  soil  blowing  reported  in  eastern  part  of  county  with  some  spring  seedings 
quite  badly  damaged.  Some  livestock  losses  were  reported  by  stock  being  caught 
cut  in  blizzard,  some  going  into  fence  corners  and  some  covered  completely  with 
drifts.  This  less  is  not  as  severe  as  was  first  thought,  although  there  was  seme 
shrinkage  in  stock  during  sfccrm  recovering  very  rapidly.  M'st  folks  had  plenty  of 
hay  for  feedwhich  was  necessary.  Insect  control  program  being  outlined  but  very 
few  crickets  have  been  reoerted  hatched.  Nc  grasshoppers  except  cn  the  bare  knolls 
with  a  south  exposure. 

FLATHEAD :  Past  week  warm  with  only  trace  of  precipitation.  Fields  are  rapidly 
drying  cut.  Seeding  has  started  and  will  be  in  full  swing  next  week, 
unless  weather  conditions  change.  Subsoil  moisture  better  than  during  past  two 
years,  but  spring  precipitation  will  be  necessary  to  insure  g^cd  growing  conditions. 
Winter  wheat  greening  up  in  good  shape.  Grass  beginning  to  green  up  and  live¬ 
stock  getting  seme  feed  off  ranges.  Livestock  in  good  condition* 

GALL  AT  IN  .*  Weather  generally  warm,  partly  cloudy,  no  precipitation.  Fields  drying 
rapidly  in  north  end  of  county  although  still  snow-covered  in  southern 
portion.  Travel  possible  cn  gravelled  roads,  but  bather  difficult  on  dirt  roads 
due  to  mud.  Field  work  just 'getting  started'  latter  Part  of  week  in  north  end  of 
county.  Farm  flock  lambing  completed,  and  range  lambing  under  way* 

GLACIER:  Wet  snow,  six  inches,  in  middle  of  wee k.  Some  wind  first  part  of  week. 

Seme  early  seeding  dene.  Most  fields  too  wet  tc  work.  Gbass  coming 
rapidly.  Sheepmen  getting  ready  tc  lamb. 

HILL :  Precipitation  for  past  week  .01  inch.  No  soil  blowing.  Winter  wheat  in  • 
g'cd  condition.  Subsoil  moisture  condition  good,  No  field  work  done  as 
yet.  Grass  making  very  slew  start  and  seme  livestock  losses  reported  during  the 
last  st  rm.  Livestock  in  fair  condition. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Weather  unsettled,  precipitation  slight  in  f^rm  of  snow  with  tem¬ 
peratures  near  freezing  at  night.  Very  little  growing  weather. 

Winter  wheat  in  western  '-•nd  of  county  looking  goad.  Soil  erosion  and  unfavorable 
moisture  conditions  retarding  winter  wheat  in  central  and  eastern  portions.  Soil 
moisture  normal  in  extreme  western  portion,  considerably  below  normal  in  central 
and  eastern  parts  cf  county.  Seme  soil  blowing  in  evidence.  Crested  wheatgrass 
had  made  4  tc  6  inches  growth  but  very  little  growth  cn  native  ranges.  Livestock 
mostly  recovered  from  severe  effect  of  recent  storm.  Heavy  losses  reported  from 
stockmen  the  latter  part  of  March.  Seme  ranges  are  open  and  stock  are  picking  up 
a  little  dry  grass  cn  ranges.  Feed  scarce  on  seme  ranches.  Crickets  have  started 
hatching  in  seme  areas. 

LAKE :  Scattered  showers  over  most  of  county.  Grass  starting  to  grow.  Fall  seeded 
gra.in  tillering.  Most  of  farmers  starting  to  seed  early  crops.  Spring 
plowing  in  full  swing.  Alfalfa  starting  to  get  green.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Some  cattle  and  sheep  on  early  ranges.  Lambing  nearly  completed.  Mormon 
crickets  and  grasshoppers  hatching.  Squirrels  out  and  poisoning  started. 

MAD ISON  -  JEFFERS  ON :  Fair  and  warm  throughout  week.  No  precipitation.  Growing 

conditions  good.  Grass  started  to  green  up  during  week. 

Fields  in  many  localities  dried  up  enough  to  permit  many  farmers  to  start  farming. 
Some  areas,  however,  still  too  wet  for  working  the  ground.  Moisture  conditions 
favorable  in  nearly  all  areas,  but  more  moisture  needed  in  the  area  around  White¬ 
hall  and  along  the  Jefferson  Valley.  Stock  conditions  good  with  excellent  weather 
for  lambing  and  calving.  Large  surplus  of  hay.  Several  large  outfits  started 
lambing  this  week. 

MEAGHER :  Light  storm  past  week,  no  run-off.  No  spring  growth  yet  started.  No 
change  in  crop  conditions,  growth  not  yet  started.  Favorable  week  for 
livestock  except  some  localities  report  two  day  blizzard.  No  exceptional  loss 
reported.  Labor  supply  and  demand  unchanged. 

MISSOULA:  Weather  cloudy  to  fair,  mild  temperature,  slight  precipitation.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  fair  to  good  latter  part  of  week.  Crop  conditions  good 
with  exception  of  Deing  late.  Spring  work  of  preparing  seed-bed  well  under  way, 
some  seeding  commenced.  Good  outlook.  Livestock  wintered  well,  however,  are  still 
being  fed.  Ranges  starting  to  turn  green,  expected  to  be  good  to  excellent  within 
a  week  or  two.  Sufficient  labor  prospects,  some  men  being  hired. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  V  Ah  DY :  Rain  followed  by  snow  on  Tuesday.  Approximately  .25 

inch  moisture.  Crop  conditions  very  good.  No 
damage  done  to  winter  wheat  crop.  Livestock  in  good  shape.  Lambing  not  yet 
started,  but  there  is  some  calving.  Calf  crop  has  been  reported  to  be  very  good. 

(Continued  on  Page  3.) 


The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  fcr  the  week  ending  Aoril  g,  1938 
ere  furnished  through  tne  countesy  of  Director  J.  C •  Taylor,  Montana  State  Ex¬ 
tension  Service- 

....  ! 
BEAVERHEAD :  Small  .amount  of  precipitation  first  part  of  week  with  warm  weather 

the  last  two  days.  With  the  weather  warming  up,  it  is  ideal  for 
starting  grass;  soil  moisture  excellent;  fieldwork  starting.  No  change  in  live¬ 
stock  situation. 

■ 

BIG  EOS-7:  Li;  ut  precipitation  f^-ultin. ’"in 0 splendid  growing  conditions  but  delay¬ 
ing  the  spring  work  which  farmers  were  ready  to  begin.  Winter  wheat 
has  bettor  prospects  than  for  a  number  of  years.  A  small  acreage  of  spring  wheat 
woe  put  in  before  the  last  rain.  Farmers  are  waiting  for  sugar  beet  contracts. 

A.  large  acreage  of  sugar  beets  is  anticipated.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

Range  is  turning  green  in  places  over  the  county  following  recent  rains.  Mormon 
crickets  are  reported  hatching  in  some  communities  of  the  county.  Preparations 
are  Dcing  made  to  control  them  by  Federal,  County,  and  local  agencies. 

BLAINE:  Tne  amount  of  precipitation  during  the  past  tv/o  months  has  been  somewhat 

less  than  normal,  but  the  soil  moisture  this  soring  is  much  better  than 
it  nas  been  for  several  years.  No  field.-  work  has  been  done,  as  yet.  Prospects 
fcr  a  crop  in  1938  are  much  better  than  for  several  years,  due  to  amount  of  sub¬ 
soil  moisture  which  in  many  cases  extends  to  three  feet.  There  is  more  than  aver- 
Page  of  good  summer  fallow  that  will  be  planted  to  crons  this  spring.  Field  work 
■.7 ill  begin  some  time  this  coming  week.  Livestock  wintered  in  excellent  condition. 
yMost  stockmen  report  less  than  normal  loss  due  to  mild  winter  and  sufficient  feed 
to  care  for  stock  in  good  sh^pe.  Lambing  just  starting  on  most  sheep  ranches,  with 
very  satisfactory  lamb  crop  being  reported.  Calving  is  well  under  way  and  most 
stockmen  report  very  satisfactory  results  so  far.  Labor  normal. 

CARBON :  Moisture  conditions  are  perhaps  the  best  in  years  in  this  county  at  the 
present  time.  A  heavy  wet  snow  fell  during  the  past  week  and  there  has 
been  considerable  amount  of  snow  during  the  past  month.  These,  moisture  conditions 
are  neral  in  the  entire  county,  although  much  heavier  in  the  southwest  part-ion. 

The  fall  wheat  is  green  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  county  and  prospects  are 
very  bright  for  all  fields  coming  through. with  a  good  stand.  Carbon  county  has 
abundant  moisture,  both  in  the  irrigated  and  dry  land  sections,  lots  of  feed  re¬ 
serves  because  of  the  open  winter,  livestock  is. in  good  shape  and. there  is  a  plenti¬ 
ful  supply  of  seed  on  hand. 

;;  I 

CHOUTEAU :  Drying  weather  continues,  winds  moderate,,  cool  for  the  season.  Fields 
drying  and  some  work  .will  begin  next  week.  Winter  wheat  doing  well ;  in 
most  sections.  Most  livestock,  have  wintered  well  and  going  into  the  spring  almost 
as  good  as  last  winter.  Feed . supplies  are  ample  as  open  winter  has  reduced  feed 
needs.  Some  demand  for  labor  fcr  spring  work,  but  supply  ample,  preparations  for 
insect  control  continue.  No  cricket  hatching  reported  this  week. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Light  snowfall  forepart  of  week  in  south  country  thus  add¬ 
ing  surface  moisture,.  Weather  mostly  near  freezing  but 
rising  latter  part  of  week.  Farming  operations  not.,  yet  general.  Soil  mostly  too 
wet  from  recent  snows  and  weather  too  cool  for  seeding.  Winter  wheat  and  ryo  looks 
good  and  should  begin  growing  with  warmer  weather.  Soil  moisture  in  dry  land 
^generally  less  than  a  foot.  Alfalfa  showing  green,  although  only  a  few  fields 
still  living.  All  stock  out  grazing  again  after  storm  with  no  serious  losses  re-  -  ' 
ported.  Stock  water  ample  for  the  present. and  early -grass  showing  up  in  fair  • 

'"Olume.  North  side  ranges  still  unstocked..  Newly-hatched  crickets  in  south 
country  reported  to  have  survived  recent  storms  with  no  bad  effects. 

DANIELS  :  Cold  and  windy  forepart  pf  week*  Warmer  latter  part.  No  precipitation. 

Considerable  soil  blowing  taking  place  on  fields  left  bare  from  last  ■ 
year.  Subsoil  moisture  averages  from  2y  to  5  feet  on  cultivated  land.  In  general, 
fields  covered  with  a  natural  vegetative  growth  have  the  most  moisture.  A  few 
farmers  have  started  spring  work,  a  little  seeding  has  already  been  done  in  the 
sandier  parts  of  the  county.  No  change  in  livestock  or  labor  situations. 

DAWSON ;  Sn  'w  of  last  week  gradually  melting  and  moisture  going  into  ground.  Bulk, 
however,  in  coulees  although  fields  with  thistles  holding  some  of  the  snow. 
Nights  quite  cool.  Seeding  under  way.  in  some  areas  throughout  the  county.  Mois¬ 
ture  conditions  favorable  favorable  for  germination.  Reserve  moisture  not  too 
high.  Grasses  beginning  to  show  on  warmer  exposures  but  no  grazing  for  stock. 

Losses  from  recent  storm  scattered  quite  generally  over  county,  but  relatively 
small  in  aggregate. 

F AL LQN  -  C ARTER :  Weather  this  past  week  cool.  .01  inch  precipitation.  Tempera¬ 
ture  too  low  for  crop  growth.  Frost  still  in  first  foot  of  top 
soil.  With  continued  cool  moderate  clear  days  this  next  week  farming  operations 
anticipated  to  be  in  full  swing.  Crop  conditions  in  general  good.  No  change  in 
livestock  this  past  week.  ’j*1'- 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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Cold.,  cloudy  weather  generally  and  light  to  moderate  snows  in  western  and 
central  sections  during  the  first  naif  of  the  week  ending  Tuesday,  April  12th, 
further  delayed  growth  of  vegetation  and  progress  of  farm  work  in  Montana.  The 
last  naif  of  the  week,  however,  was  warm  and  pleasant,  and  favored  the  ranid  dry¬ 
ing  of  fields  and  the  general  resumption  or  starting  of  plowing  and  seeding  opera¬ 
tions  in  nearly  all  sections. 


Soil  moisture  conditions  still  further  inroroved  during  the  week  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  slow  melting  of  new  snowfall  in  western  and  central  sections  and  of  deep 
drifts  from  the  late  March  storm  in  eastern  sections.  Irrigated  lands  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  benefited  from  absorption  of  precipitation  since  last  fall  to  the 
extent  tnat  irrigation  will  not  be  required  in  several  districts  for  germination 
of  spring-sown  crops. 


Except  that  spring  conditions  are  late,  present  growing  crops  appear  good. 
Freezing  nights  have  prevented  any  rapid,  growth  cf  winter  grains  during  the  past 
week,  but  stands  so  far  are  clean  and  healthy,  and  apparently  in  better  condition 
for  tnis  time  of  season  than  for  the  Past  two  or  three  years.  Winter  wheat  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  survived,  practically  100$  in  Yellowstone  County,  and  90$  in  Cascade 
County,  ether  districts  report  correspondingly  high  percentages  of  survival.  In 
Sanders  County,  wheat  is  emerging  nicely  in  areas  where  it  failed  to  show  last  fall 
because  of  lack  of  moisture.  Seed  beds  are  being  prepared  for  beets,  but  seeding 
will  awa.it  completion  of  contracts.  A  little  damage  to  early  spring-sown  gra.ins 
o  ocurred  in  eastern  Fergus  County. 


Warmer  weather  during  the  last  half  of  the  week  was  favorable  for  starting 
grass  in  good  shape.  Except  in  a  few  south-central  districts,  there  has  not  been 
sufficient  growth  to  date  for  new  grazing.  Stock  water  is  ample  for  the  present. 
Eangr-s  are  poor  in  many  north-central  and  northeastern  sections.  Considerable  re¬ 
covery  is  expected  this  season  for  many  of  the  drought-affected  sections. and  over- 
grazed  areas  Decause  of  improved  moisture  conditions  and  reduced  livestock  numbers. 


Livestock  are  mostly  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  Many  are  still  being 
fed;  others  are  loose  on  the  range  and  subsisting  entirely  off  the  old  forage. 

Some  shrinkage  occurred  among  livestock  in  northern  and  eastern  areas  that  bore  the 
brunt  of  last  week's  severe  blizzard.  In  the  north  end  of  Liberty  County,  losses 
among  cattle  and  sheep  by  smothering  and  freezing  were  estimated  around  100  head. 
Elsewhere  in  the  storm-swept  areas,  losses  were  scattered  quite  generally,  but 
were  relatively  small  in  the  aggregate.  Considerable  time  and  labor  were  required 
of  stockmen  in  locating  and  retrieving  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  that  had  drifted 
witxi  the  storm.  Except  for  loss  cf  some  calves  during  the  severe  storm,  calving 
and  lambing  operations  have  progressed  satisfactorily.  The  percentage  of  lambs  so 
far  this  season  has  been  high.  Range  lambing  is  reported  starting  in  a  few 
localities. 


TE.RERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ENDING  APRIL  12,  1938 


Sunshine 

Total  precipitation 

Temperature 

$  of 

This 

April  1  to 

For  Corres- 

Stat ion 

Fighest 

Lowest 

■°o  s  s  i  bl  e 

Week 

April  12,  1932 

Period  in 

fillings 

65 

20 

* 

0.13 

0.23 

0.45 

Bo  zeman 

54 

15 

5k 

0.23 

0.24 

1.28 

Conrad 

* 

0.11 

0.43 

0.00 

Cut  Bank 

66 

21 

>k 

■  0.24 

O.38 

0.27 

Fort  Peck 

6s 

22 

5k 

T 

T 

0.19 

Glendive 

73 

19 

5k 

T 

T 

0.31 

Great  Falls 

65 

22 

5k 

0.09 

0.09 

0.l4 

Havre 

68 

26 

64 

T 

0.01 

0.21 

•lelena 

62 

25 

71 

0.17 

O.36 

0.12 

Cal isnell 

60 

30 

60 

0.05 

0.13 

0.22 

Lewistown 

70 

20 

5k 

0.12 

0.12 

0.42 

vial  t  a 

70 

22 

5k 

T 

0.08 

0.73 

Piles  City 

72 

24 

7S 

o.o4 

0.04 

0.44 

.1  is  soul  a 

6s 

32 

54 

0.11 

0.15 

0.26 

oplar 

69 

22 

* 

T 

T 

0.36 

Stanford 

* 

* 

5k 

0.17 

0.17 

0.82 

*No  data. 

W.  E-  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau 
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wheat  has  been  seeded  in  the  western  part  cf  the  county,  but  due  to  stormy,  cold 
weather  cf  the  past  week  all  farming  operations  were  stopped.  Soil  conditions  are 
excellent  for  spring  work,  flange  livestock  has  wintered  in  excellent  shape.  Most 
lambs  which  have  been  on  feed  for  fattening  purposes  hove  been  shipped  with  a  loss 
reported  by  practically  every  feeder.  The  same  situation  applies  tc  the  cattle 
feeder. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  .17  inch  precipitation  the  past  week  resulting  from  snowfall 

accompanied  by  high  winds.  Soil  moisture  2  to  3  feet  on  average 
over  county.  Most  operators  had  sufficient  quantity  of  seed  for. spring  seeding 
operations.  Approximately  25$  operators  needed  seed  loans;  most  of  the  loans  being 
for  seeding  expenses  such  as  gas,  oil*  etc.  Seeding  operations  will  be  in  full 
swing- as  soon  as  late  snow  melts.  Very  little  under  way  as  yet.  Crop  conditions 
good.  Very  optimistic  feeling  prevails  at  the  beginning  of  spring  work.  As  a 
whole,  livestock  wintered  in  excellent  shape. ■  Most  operators  have  considerable 
quantity  of  feed  left  over<  In  southern  Carter  County  it  is  estimated  that  approx¬ 
imately  one  winter's  feed  supply  remains  beginning  the  spring.  Livestock  in  good 
shape.  Range  grass  started  off  with  good  growth.  Grass  will  be  in  excellent  shape 
b;y  the  time  lambing  operations  are  in  full  swing,  approximately  April  l6th.  There 
has  been  no  report  of  labor  shortage.  Most  sheepmen  have  lined  up  labor  for 
lambing. 

^  ajc  *  j|e  :>|e  sk  * 

Helena,  Me  n  t  ana , 

April  5,  1938. 
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amount  of  seed  grain  in  the  county.  Crickets  are  starting  to  hatch  in  parts  of 
the  county,  plans  are  being  made  for  an  extensive  control  campaign.  All  live¬ 
stock  in  gocd  condition  with  considerable  feed  being  carried  over  in  the  county 
for  tne  first  time  in  several  years.  Lambing  has  started.  Considerable  -demand 
for  feeder  pigs. 

SUE  RIVER  PROJECT :  Moisture  conditions  about  as  a  year  earlier,  with  about  a  nor¬ 
mal  fall  since  September,  1937*  Field  work  was  started  in 
March  but  was  halted  with  severe  storm  late  in  March.  Very  little  snow,  however, 
on  fields  and  field  work  should  start  immediately  with  warmer  weather.  Most 
far  icrs  are  preparing  to  irrigate  before  they  seed  crops.  Considerable  acreage 
of  seed  pe*s  will  be  planted  in  place  of  wheat  in  1938*  Material  increase  in 
sugar  beet  acreage  expected.  Because  of  prospective  price  of  wheat,  farmers  will 
turn  to  flax  and  mustard  on  limited  acreage.  Plentiful  supply  of  hay  and  feed 
grain  on  hand.  Considerable  quantity  will  remain  unsold.  Sufficient  supply  of 
labor  available  at  present  time. 

TETON :  Records  kept  for  this  county  show  that  the  average  annual  precipitation 
for  the  past  1+7  years  is  approximately  13-67  inches,  precipitation  for 
the  growing  season  is  normally  about  7*56  inches.  Even  though  records  show  that 
the  annual  precipitation  was  slightly  less  in  1937  than  in  1936.  there  is  a 
general  feeling  that  the  summer  fallow  which  is  ready  'for  crop  this  yea.r  is  in 
better  condition  than  summer  fallow  a  year  ago,  of  course  it  is  atill  way  below 
normal.  It  looks  as  though  crop,  prospects  for  I93S  are  not  very  bright,  unless 
plenty  of  moisture  is  received  during  the  growing  season.  xhe  winter  whea.t  is' 
not  particularly  good,  due  to  very  dry  conditions.  Livestock  has  come  through 
the  winter  in  pretty  good  share.  The  recent  storm  caused  some  losses  to  early 
calf  crop.  Practically  no  lambing  has  been  done  as  yet. 

TOOLE :  High  winds  with  snow  during  week.  Snow  drifts  throughout  county.  No 

field  work  done  to  date.  Splendid  snows  received  during  winter  and  all 
went  into  ground,  storm  of  last  week  only  exception.  "'inter  wheat  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  A  few  cattle  1  st  during  last  week.  All  livestock  in  good  shape  and 
plenty  of  feed  still  on  hand.  Some  men  being  hired  at  present  time.  Plenty  of 
local  labor  on  hand. 

VALLEY :  This  past  winter  there  was  less  snow  than  in  the  past  two  or  three  years, 

but  more  moisture  in  what  snow  there  was,  giving  a  better  runoff  than  has 

been  had  for  a  number  of  years.  The  night  of  the  28th  the  county  received  a 
general  rain  followed  by  one  of  the  worst  snow  blizzards  known  for  years,  lasting 
two  days  and  blocking  most  of  tne  roads.  Moisture  conditions  are  reported  to  be 

the  best  this  spring  of  any  time  since  1928.  Most  of  the  farmers  have  either  pur¬ 

chased  or  lined  uo  their  seed  for  this  spring.  No  farm  work  will  be  done  for  a.t 
least  another  week  and  possibly  ten  days.  Livestock  came  through  the  winter  in 
pretty  fair  shape.  Stock  were  being  turned  out  on  the  range  before  the  blizzard 
this  week  and  no  doubt  some  damage  was  done,  particularly  to  sheep,  as  stock 
drifted  with  the  storm. 

WHEATLAND :  Moisture  conditions  generally  are  better  this  spring  than  for  s everal 
years.  One  of  tne  worst  storms  of  the  winter  occurred  during  the  past 
week,  while  the  temperature  was  not  low  there  was  a  high  wind  and  snow.  As  in¬ 
dicated,  moisture  conditions  are  much  improved,  which  has  improved  soil  conditions. 
Winter  wheat  in  the  American  Fork  area  came  through  the  winter  in  excepti  nally 
good  shape.  There  was  very  little  winter  grain  seeded  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 
These  are  all  in  good  condition.  No  spring  field  work  started  as  yet.  The  winter- 
was  extremely  mild  and  though  stockmen  went  into  the  winter  short  of  range  the 
stock  came  through  in  exceptionally  good  shape  with  a,  considerable  reserve  of  hay 
in  the  irrigated  districts.  The  storm  of  last  week  was  particularly  bad  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  and  several  head  of  stock  were  reported  lost.  There  is 
some  calving  and  lambing  will  start  soon. 

WIBAUX :  Heavy  blizzard  during  the  week.  Heavy  snow  but  all  of  it  mostly  in 

drifts.  Winter  wheat  in  gocd  condition.  Crested  wheatgrass  coming  up. 
Small  acreage  of  spring  wheat  planted.  Although  soil  moisture  is  better  than  for 
several  years  it  is  spotted.  Some  parts  of  the  county  and  some  fields  have  a  good 
supply.  Reports  are  from  6  inches  to  feet.  Irrigation  from  dams,  dikes,  and 

ditches  has  been  very  successful.  Livestock  is  in  geed  condition  and  has  wintered 
better  than  average.  Feed  supply  is  better  than  past  few  years.  Sheep  numbers 
very  small.  A  few  outfits  have  completed  and  a  few  started  lambing.  Lamb  crop 
abeve  average.  Only  a  small  amount  of  hay  has  been  shipped  into  the  county  this 
winter. 


YELLOWSTONE :  The  latter  part  cf  March  has  been  could  and  blustery,  with  scattered 
snows,  including  one  general  snow  of  great  benefit  to  the  entire 
county,  preceding  this  weather  the  winter  has  been  very  mild,  and  there  was  only 
one  soell  cf  sub-zero  weather.  There  is  more  moisture  in  the  soil  at  the  present 
time  than  for  this  time  cf  the  year  for  20  years,  prospects  for  a  winter  wheat 
crop  are  the  best  they  have  been  for  a  considerable  period  cf  years.  Some  spring 
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nu.  ibfers  from  1934  to  1937  have  not  keen  r enlaced  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Due 
to  the  open  winter  and  decrease  in  livestock  numbers  considerable  feed  i‘  on  hand 
and  the  livestock  came  through  the  winter  in  much  better  condition  than  a  year  ago. 
Not  much  call  for  labor  so  far,  however,  the  supply  is  ample  at  present.  No  re-> 
ports  of  insects  hatching  to  date. 

PEA  IF- IE :  Weather  conditions  have  been  mild  with  an  early  spring  until  Monday  even¬ 
ing  when  it  started  to  rain  which  turned  to  snow  the  following  morning, 
and  it  has  been  snowing  and  blowing  ever  since.  Farmers  are  enthusiastic  over  the 
moisture  conditions  this  spring  and  are  all  remarking  how  splendidly  the  land  is 
plowing.  Part  of  this  oil  moisture  is  due  to  the  moisture  received  last  September 
and  October  which  was  above  normal-  Moisture  was  down  on  the  leveler  benches  from 
3.1  to  18  inches  the  first  of  the  week  and  should  go  lower  with  the  added  moisture 
received  this  week.  Several  thousand  acres  of  grain  already  seeded  before  this 
week's  storm,  which  should  come  on  rapidly  now  that  the  weather  has  warmed  up. 
Crested  wheat grass  seeled  in  the  fall  of  1937  showing  up  and  looks  like  a  stand, 
livestock  in  fair  condition.  Some  of  the  outfits  that  had  larger  feed  reserves 
carried  their  stock  through  in  good  shape.  Little  loss  is  anticipated  this  spring. 
Supply  of  labor  is  ample. 

11 C ELAND  '■  At  present  time  there  is  approximately  two  feet  of  moisture  as  an  aver¬ 
age  over  the  entire  county.  In  some  places  where  the  snow  drifted  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  moisture  is  to  greater  depths.  However,  present  moisture  condi¬ 
tions  are  the  best  that  they  have  been  at  this  time  of  year  for, vat  least  ten  years. 
Field  work  not  started  yet  on  account  of  late  storms.  Doubtful  if  any  field  work 
will  be  done  for  another  week.  In  general,  livestock  have  come  through  the  winter 
in  fine  shape,  although  they  are  probably  somewhat  thinner  on  the  average  than  most 
years  due  to  shortage  of  feed  especially  on  many  dryland  farms.  It  is  expected 
chat  expansion  will  take  place  more  on  sheep  than  on  cattle.  Practically  all  the 
livestock  feeders  encountered  rather  severe  losses  in  their  feeding  operations 
this  year  due  to  sharp  decline  in  prices  for  fat  livestock,  particularly  for  lambs 
and  cattle.  Approximately  120,000  lambs  and  ewes  were  fed  for  market  on  the 
Lower  Yellowstone  Project  during  the  1937 — 3^ .  season.  Most  of  these  have  now  been 
marketed. 


ROOSEVELT:  Moisture  conditions  better  than  they  have  been  for  several  years. 

During  the  past  week  rain  and  snow  have  fallen  in  the  county  and  al¬ 
though  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  snow,  the  value  has  been  lessened  on  farm 
land  because  of  drifting.  Two  feet  of  moisture  in  the  ground  was  general  over  the 
county  late  in  the  fall  and  when  the  present  cover  of  snow  melts  it  is  expected 
that  this  amount  will  be  somewhat  greater.  No  field  work  has  been  done  yet  this 
spring  with  a  possible  exception  of  a  little  work  on  the  lighter  soils  during  the 
middle  of  March.  Seed  supplies  are  believed  adequate  to  take  care  of  all  seeding 
operations  in  the  county  although  practically  all  of  the  seed  grain  has  been 
shipped  in.  A  great  number  of  farmers  have  made  seed  loan  applications.  Seedings 
of  crested  wheatgrass  made  duping  the  fall  of  1937  have  been  reported  to  have 
started  and  prospects  good  for  obtaining  good  stands.  What  livestock  was  wintered 
in  the  county  is  in  comparatively  good  shape  as  a  result  of  the  mild  weather  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  winter.  The  present  snow  storm  ha.s  been  rather  hard  on  livestock 
which  was  not  brought  in  and  fed  although  few  losses  are  expected.  Prospects  of 
good  range  feed  are  very  good  as  a  result  of  the  winter  moisture. 

ROSEBUD :  Severe  snow  storm  with  high  winds  during  week.  Precipitation  for  month 

above  normal.  Moisture  conditions  best  in  several  years.  Winter  wheat 
condition  good  with  very  little  winter  killing.  Spring  field  work  started  first  of 
week  but  snow  storm  caused  by  delay  of  a  week  or  ten  days.  Local  seed  supply  appears 
adequate.  Both  cattle  and  sheep  wintered  in  excellent  shape.  Cattle  generally 
wintered  on  range  with  little  supplementary  feeding.  Small  feed  reserve  carried 
over.  Ranges  generally  in  good  condition  for  soring  grazing  with  some  grass  green- 
ing  up  before  the  storm.  Mormon  crickets  hatched  over  a  wide  area. 

SANDERS :  Moisture  conditions  crop  prospects  for  1938  are  very  promising  over  entire 
county.  Crop  and  range  land  has  an  abundant  moisture  supply.  There  is 
a  heavy  snow  supply  in  higher  atlitudes  for  summer  stream  flew  and  irrigation. 

Soil  moisture  in  fall  of  1937  wa„s  lowest  on  record.  Winter  wheat  entered  winter 
m  poor  condition  with  about  5 0$  showing  above  ground.  Present  conditions  show 
good  germination  and  evidence  of  good  stand.  Spring  is  very  backward  and  no  field 
work  done  at  present.  Livestock  have  wintered  well  under  mild  weather  conditions 
and  ample  feed  supplies,  with  some  surplus.  Range  moisture  conditions  are  excellent 
for  early  grazing  and  regrassing  cf  range  which  has  suffered  materially  during 
recent  drouth  years. 

ST IL o WATER :  In  general  crop  conditions  are  more  favorable  than  at  this  time  last 
year.  The  1.26  inches  of  precipitation  received  in  March  is  .32  a- 
bove  the  five  year  average  at  Columbus.  As  frest  was  out  of  the  ground  practically 
all  ol  the  moisture  this  month  has  gone  into  the  ground  with  little  runoff.  With 
the  exception  cf  a  small  amount  cf  winter  wheat  that  has  blown  the  winter  wheat 
leeks  good.  There  has  been  a  limited  amount  of  spring  seeding  done.  There  is  ample 
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comparatively  small  run-eff  of  water,  most  of  the  moisture  going  into  the  soil. 

There  was  comparatively  little  loss  of  winter  wheat.  No  reported  losses  of 
alfalfa  or  pastures  because  of  winter  killing.  Prospects  for  water  for  the  coming 
season  arc  good.  Soil  moisture  conditions  are  very  good.  Livestock  has  come  thru 
very  good,  lucre' o^-wi  n~  reported  losses  of  any  material  size  reported  in  any  j 
parts  of  the  county.  There  is  a  surplus  of  feed  and  the  price  of  -  such  feed  is 
below  normal. 

•  w  ,*  '• 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Weather  cold,  resulting  in  a  stoppage  cf  all  plant 

growth.  Sub-soil  moisture  conditions  the  best  in 
nine  to  ten  years  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  and  northern  part  rf  Broadwater  County. 
Available  irrigation  water  in  mountains  variable,  possibly  somewhat  similar  to  last 
two  or  three  years.  Winter  wheat  in  excellent  condition  with  practically  no  win¬ 
ter  killing.  Crested  wheatgrass  stands  from  fall  olantings  beginning  to  show  up 
well.  Seme  soil  blowing  in  both  counties.  All  calsses  of  livestock  wintered  in 
good  condition.  The  lamb  and  calf  crops  should  be  normal  or  above.  Plenty  of 
’eed  with  considerable  carryover.  Some  growers  have  not  sold  any  of  last  year»s 
nay  crop.  Scattered  damage  from  mormon  crickets  and  grasshoppers  expected.  Con¬ 
siderable  damage  expected  in  cne  area  of  Lewis  &  Clark  County  from  crickets. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON:  Snows  during  the  past  two  weeks  over  a  large  portion  cf  the 

two  counties  have  improved  the  moisture  conditions  on  crop 
and  range  lands  that  went  into  the  winter  very  dry.  Large  amounts  of  snow  in  the 
nigh  mountains,  indicating  better  water  supplies  than  during  previous  years.  Most 
of  the  winter  wheat  seems  to  have  come  through  the  winter  in  fair  to  good  shape. 

A  large  quantity  of  hay  and  some  ether  feeds  will  be  held  over  due  to  good  hay 
crcps  in  1937  and  very  favorable  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  throughout  the 
winter.  Livestock  and  feed  conditions  have  been  excellent  throughout  the  winter. 
Breeders  cf  purebred,  sheep  are  all  well  along  with  their  lambing  operations  and 
report  a  very  satisfactory  lamb  crop.  Several  large  range  outfits  will  start 
lambing  during  the  next  week  cr  ten  days.  Seyeral  farm  laborers  have  inquired  for 
work  during  the  past  week  but  at  tne  present  time  there  are  very  few  jobs  open. 

..■IEAGHER :  Soil  moisture  in  the  valleys  very  spotted,  averaging  about  normal.  Snow 

nicisture  in  the  mountains  2 5/fc>  above  1937*  Nc  spring  growth  started. 

Pell  grains  wintered  well.  Lower  ranges  closely  grazed.  Grass  has  net  yet  started 
in  any  locality.  Livestock  wintering  conditions  very  spotted.  Normal  number  cf 
stock  moved  cut  lest  fall  fer  winter,  now  beginning  to  return.  Feed  supplies  seem 
adequate  barring  bad  spring  storms.  No  uncommon  death  losses  reported.  Most  sheep 
wintered  both  cheaply  and  well.  1200  calves  sold  in  March,  $27*00-  to  $31*00  per 
head.  Many  heifers  going  to  Resettlement  clients. 

MISSOULA:  Seasonal  weather.  Some  snow,  during  week.  Soil  moisture  best  for 

several  years.  All  crops  dorment.  Spring  work  starting  in  some  locali¬ 
ties.  Other  localities  delayed  by  snew  cr  toe  -wet  soil.  No  damage  to  winter 
wheat  reported  although  it  is  too  early  to  tell  definitely.  Prospects  for  irriga¬ 
tion  water  are  good.  No  grass.  Livestock  still  on  feed.  Condition  fair  to  good. 
Farmers  beginning  tc  hire  men  for  spring  work.  Local  supply  of  labor  adequate. 

Gopher  control  campaign  starting. 

PARK :  Sncw  depth  in  mountains  normal  or  slightly  .above.  Crop  prospects  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  recent  snows  very  gccd.  Very  little  winter  wheat  killing  detected. 
Some  spring  seeding  in  Yellowstone  valley  done  before  snows  came.  Considerable 
planting  of  legumes  and  grasses  contemplated  as  a  result  of  improved  soil  moisture 
conditions.  As  a  result  of  mild  winter  and  plenty  of  feed,  livestock  in  very  good 
condition.  Calving  and  farm  flock  lambing  in  full  swing.  More  laborers  than 
available  work  at  present.  A  few  calls  for  lambers.  Spring  work  should  soon  take 
up  slack.  Plans  made  for  extensive  grasshopper  and  cricket  programs.  Heavy  in¬ 
festation  expected. 

PHILLIPS :  Spring  opens  up  with  best  ground  moisture  conditions  since  1928.  Depth 
of  moisture  varies  from  2  tc  4  feet  on  crop  land.  Winter  precipitation 
about  1.5  inches  but  heavy  runoff  due  to  frozen  ground.  Storm  of  last  two  days 
added  about  .5  inch  moisture  but  uneven  due  to  high  winds.  No  soil  blowing  so  far. 
Temperature  generally  lower  than  normal.  Seme  preparation  for  soring  work,  but  no 
seeding  to  date.  Rather  mild  and  epen  winter  brought  all  livestock  through  in 
good  condition  and  on  comparatively  little  feed.  This  week' s  storm  caused  losses 
cf  sheep  but  damage  net  yet  fully  determined.  Cattle  came  through  all  right. 
Grasshoppers  were  hatching  on  range  and  cropland  before  storm.  Crickets  also 
hatching  in  Little  Rocky  area. 

PONDERA :  The  two  snews  in  February  laid  on  the  land  very  nicely  and  all  the  mois¬ 
ture  from  them  went  into  the  soil  thereby  making  soil  moisture  consider¬ 
ably  above  that  of  a  year  ago.  High  winds,  accompanied  by  sncw  the  oast  week, 
oiled  sncw  in  low  sorts  and  coulees  which  may  helo  some  tc  fill  reservoirs,  but 
very  little  moisture  was  held  on  open  fields.  There  is  very  little  crops  seeded 
tc  date;  however,  some  farmers  have  begun  operations.  The  small  acreage  of  winter 
wheat  seems* tc  be  cc-ming  through  in  gccd  condition.  The -decrease  cf  livestock 
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completed  for  then.  Seeding  hy  many  individuals  will  be  increased  ever  last  year, 
and  the  county  as  a  whole  will  doubtless  somewhat  mere  than  hold  its  own,  consider¬ 
ing  control  programs.  The  depleted  numbers  of  livestock  which  went  into  the  fall 
have  generally  come  through  the  wincer  in  average  condition,  but  scattered  reports 
cf  losses  as  a  result  of  the  recent  storms  have  been  received.  Teed  supplies  are 
lew,  although  grass  was  shewing  prior  to  the  storm.  Insect  conditions,  according 
to  surveys,  are  net  encouraging. 

FERGUS :  Total  precipitation  to  March  30th,  1. Si  inches.  This  surpasses  the  40  year 
normal  of  1.0S  by  .7S  inch.  March  precipitation  in  1937  was  only  .53* 

The  total  precipitation  for  19 3S  to  date  now  totals  2. 74  inches  as  compared  with 
2.65  inches  for  the  40-year  normal.  The  condition  cf  the  winter  wheat  in  Fergus 
County  is  better  than  any  year  since  19^8.  There  probably  is  a  larger  acreage 
seeded  to  winter  wheat  than  has  been  seeded  at  any  time  exceot  in  the  fall  of  1935* 
Moisture  conditions  are  generally  good  over  the  entire  area  with  summer  fallow 
having  from  18  tc  30  inches  cf  moisture  previous  to  this  storm  which  added  about 
1.25  inches  moisture.  Range  conditions  seem  to  be  very  promising  with  plenty  of 
moisture  to  get  the  grass  well  started.  Livestock  came  through  in  very  good  shape 
with  some  feed  left  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  county.  Sheep  generally  are 
j  .1  good  condition.  Lambing  not  expected  until  the  15th  cf  April  with  the  bulk 
starting  ab^ut  May  1st.  Some  hoppers  have  already  hatched  cut  because  of  the  warm 
weather  in  March;  crickets  have  net  started  hatching  yet  but  preparations  we  being 
made  to  take  early  meabiires,  cf  control. 

FLATHEAD :  The  spring  has  been  eaflier  than  normal;  fields  are  beginning  to  dry* 
Precipitation!  f-or  March  was  slightly  below  normal.  Soil  moisture  con¬ 
ditions  are  generally  good  throughout  the  county.  The  condition  of  winter  wheat 
is  above  average,  with  the  percentage  of  abandonment  considerably  below  the  past 
few  years.  Sc-me  farmers  have  started  tc  work  their  alfalfa  fields,  but  general 
farm  work  will  not  start  before  another  10  days.  The  acreage  planted  to  spring 
wheat  apparently  will  be  increased.  This  is  due  tc  a  large  carryover  of  hay  and 
farmers  turning  to  wheat  in  place  of  hay.  All  land  that  has  been  lying  idle  the 
past  few  years,  or  other  land  that  can  be  put  into  cultivation,  has  been  leased  up 
by  people  moving  into  the  county,  and  will  be  planted  to  a  crop  this  year.  The 
condition  of  livestock  has  been  very  good  throughout  the  winter,  with  very  light 
losses.  Lambing  is  nearly  completed,  with  the  lamb  crop  reported  to  be  somewhat 
lighter  than  last  year. 

GALLATIN :  Winter  has  been  characterized  by  average  higher  temperatures  than  for 

the  past  four  or  five  winters.  Also  there  was  a  decreased  amount  of 
snow  in  the  valley  proper.  This  had  the  result  of  giving  an  open  winter  which 
greatly  reduced  the  amount  of  winter  feeding  necessary  for  livestock,  In  contrast 
to  this,  the  snowfall  in  the  mountains  and  in  the  drainage  areas  for  Gallatin  Valley 
water. courses  increased  and  probably  an  increased  amount  of  irrigation  water  for 
the  coming  season  will  result.  Mild  weather  during  the  middle  of  March  caused  the 
frost  to  come  out,  and  this  followed  by  about  an  inch  and  a  half  of  precipitation 
in  the  form  of  snow  may  have  the  effect  of  providing  a  greater  amount  of  sub-soil 
moisture  than  has  been  had  for  four  or  five  years.  Livestock  in  general  is  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  due  to  the  omen  winter.  Lambing  in  farm  flocks  practically 
completed. 

HILL;  1.02  inches  precipitation  in  the  past  week.  Sub-soil  moisture  in  summer 

fallow  to  the  depth  of  approximately  three  feet  and  in  stubble  land  from  18 
to  24  inches.  Last  snow  storm  of  greatest  value  to  stubble  land  and  weedy  prairies. 
Excess  of  moisture  since  January  1st  is  plus  .66  inches.  Winter  wheat  and  winter 
rye  to  date  in  excellent  condition.  Weed  growth  on  nrairies  had  tendency  to  hold 
greater  amount  of  snow  thas.  normal  which  should  react  to  more  favorable  grass  con¬ 
ditions  early  in  the  spring.  Livestock  in  normal  condition.  A  surplus  of  labor 
available.  Farmers  throughout  the  county  report  more  sub-soil  moisture  than  for 
several  seasons  and  are  optimistic  about  the  outlook  for  the  year. 

JUDITH  BASIL:  Precipitation  during  the  past  month  has  been  rather  low.  Fall  pre¬ 
cipitation  was  unusually  good.  At  the  present  time  the  soil  Is  be¬ 

low  normal  in  moisture  content.  A  snow,  carrying  a  light  amount  of  moisture,  fell 
with  an  extremely  high  wind  the  first  part  of  this  week.  The  damage  by  the  wind 
offset  any  benefits  which  may  have  resulted  from  the  snow.  In  many  places  the 
irest  is  still  in  the  ground.  The  winter  was,  in  general,  favorable  to  fall  wheat. 
However,  recent  winds  have  appeared  to  do  some  damage.  The  majority  of  the  fall 
iheat  seems  to  h-ve  steed  the  winter  in  good  shape.  Very  little  soil  blowing  has 
occurred  prior  to  March,  but  recent  winds  have  moved  a  considerable  amount  of  dirt 
in  certain  localities.  Spring  planting  and  field  work  is  net  expected  to  start 
much  before  the  15th  of  April.  The  early  winter  storms  were  rather  hard  on  live¬ 
stock,  but  there  was  sufficient  feed  at  that  time  to  carry  most  of  the  herds.  Some 

Calves  and  lambs  were  lost  in  the  storm  the  first  of  this  week.  Winter  range  is 

practically  gone,  but  a  few  days  cf  warm  weather  will  start  the  grass  in  good  shape. 

bAKE :  Snowfall  during  the  winter  was  above  normal  in  both  the  valley  and  the  moun¬ 

tains.  The  snow  went  off  slowly  in  the  spring  and  as  a  result  there  was  a 
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The  following  c canty  summaries  oi  crop  conditions  tor  the  week  ending  April  2,  1938 
are  furnisned  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C •  Taylor,  Montana  State  Ex¬ 
tension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Wet  snow  general  ever  county  during  past  week;  minimum  temperature  has 
been  below  freezing.  The  winter  has  been  very  mild  and  open  with  con¬ 
siderable  gra.ss  last  fall.  There  has  been  more  snow  in  the  higher  elevations  than 
the  past  couple  of  years.  From  the  reports  of  the  Forest  Service  it  shows  that 
above  75^0  feet  elevation  snow  is  in  excess  of  last  year.  There  is  a  considerable 
carryover  of  hay,  except  in  the  areas  with  a  very  short  hay  crop  last  year,  eucn  as 
Horse  prairie  and  Medicine  Lodge.  Livestock  wintered  good,  with  a  shorter  feeding 
period  than  last  year.  Approximately  8000  head  of  cattle  were  on  feed  in  the  Big 
Hole  and  Grasshopper  area  this  "ear.  Some  steers  moved  the  other  day  at  7#-  Calv¬ 
ing  under  way,  with  weather  not  too  good  the  past  ten  days.  All  of  last  year's 
wool  has  been  shipped  from  the  wool  house,  with  the  last  200, COO  pounds  selling 
since  the  first  of  the  year  at ■ 19#  to  21#.  No  193“  wool  contracted  as  far  as  is 
known . 

BIG  HORN:  Precipitation  during  the  winter  months  and  up  to  the  Present  time  has 

been  above  normal.  A  general  snow  storm  covered  the  entire  county  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week  with  a  high  moisture  content.  Crop  conditions  at  the  present 
time  are  the  best  that  they  have  been  for  a  couple  of  years.  Especially  is  winter 
wheat  in  a  healthy  condition.  Before  the  recent  storm  some  field  work  and  a  small 
percentage  of  spring  wheat  seeded.  Livestock  came  through  the  winter  in  splendid 
shape.  With  warmer  weather  grass  should  be  coming  along  nicely  providing  an  early 
pasture  and  a  good  growth  for  the  ensuing  year. 

CASCADE :  precipitation  during  the  months  of  February  and  March  has  been  above  aver¬ 
age,  end  except  for  a  few  days  of  high  wind,  conditions  have  been  very 
good,  and  crop  conditions  appear  better  at  this  time  of  year  than  at  any  time  since 
1934.  The  survival  of  winter  wheat  is  comparatively  high  and  it  appears  now  that 
90^  of  winter  wheat  seeded  will  survive. .  Moisture  conditions  in  the  mountains  and 
range  areas  are  practically  normal  and  farmers  are  optimistic  about  crop  prospects 
■for  193S*  Livestock  are  in  good  condition.  Lambing  is  under  way  on  many  ranches 
and  the  spring  crop  of  calves  on  cattle  ranches  appears  to  be  normal-.  Altogether, 
the  outlook  for  1938  for  both  crops  and  livestock  in  this  county-are  the  best  since 
1934. 

.CHOUTEAU :  Above  normal  moisture  in  Highwood,  Geraldine,  Square  Butte  and  south 
region.  Northwest  and  west  areas  have  not  had  sufficient  moisture  to 
carry  ever  winter  wheat  very  well,  although  most  stands  are  still  alive.  'Soil 
■blowing  has  been  bad  in  the  Carter  and  Genou  areas  with  fields  blowing  in  other 
areas  as  well.  High  winds  prevailed  on  several  occasions  causing  damage  to  some 
winter  wheat.  Moisture  in  fallow  varies  from  18  inches  to  4  feet;  with  average 
rains,  yeilds  should  run  from  15  to  35  bushels  per  acre  in  the  winter  wheat  areas. 
The  recent  snow  has  added  to  the  moisture  but  drifted  considerably.  Most  livestock 
have  wintered  well  and  are  going  into  the  spring  almost  as  good  as  last  winter. 

Feed  supplies  are  ample  as  the  open  winter  has  reduced  feed  needs.  Crickets  have 
hatched  in  small  numbers.  Plans  under  way  for  control. 

CUSTEB.  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Week  featured  oy  a  two-day  snow  storm  preceded  by  rain 

Monday  night.  Moisture  conditions  much  improved,  although 
snow  drifted  considerably.  Another  supply  of  flood  water  is  assured.  Temperatures 
mostly  below  freezing.  Some  spring  plowing  before  the  storm  but  generally  no  farm 
work  started.  Soil  moisture  supply  in  dry  land  sufficient  for  spring  work  but  net 
enough  to  guarantee  a  crop.  Flood  projects  well  soaked  in  first  runoff.  Recent 
storm  caused  some  drifting  cf  stock  on  the  range,  but  no  losses  reported.  Pre¬ 
viously  green  grass  was  appearing  in  good  volume.  Spring  grass  now  assured  as  seen 
as  weather  warms  up.  All  stock  wintered  well  with  little  or  no  hay  except  on  Powder 
River  in  eastern  Custer  County.  Generally  a  good  supply  cf  hay  is  held  ever. 

Lambing  and  calving  to  start  scon  with  prospects  for  good  crops  cf  both. 

DANIELS :  Nearly  all  of  the  winter's  snow  disappeared  during  the  first  part  of  March 
indicating  a  possible  early  spring.  Slow  thawing  caused  a  considerable 
amount  cf  the  m'isture  to  soak  into  the  ground.  Cold  and  stormy  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  changed  the  hopes  cf  farmers  as  to  getting-  into  the  fields  early. 
Approximately  cne  inch  of  moisture  in  the  form  of  rains  and  wet  snows  have  fell  Over 
most  parts  of  the  county  during  the  past  week.  Sub-soil  'moisture  varies  from  two 
to  four  and  a  half  feet  in  depth,  depending  on  the  type -of  soil  and  tillage  methods 
carried  on  last  season.  Nearly  all  cf  this  moisture  is  a  result  of  rains  that  fell 
during  late  summer  and  early  fall  cf  1937*  Crop  conditions  are  more  favorable  than 
has  been  the  case  at  this  time  cf  year  for  several  years.  Livestock  in  general  is 
in  better  shape  and  it  was  expected  that  they  wculd  be.  This  is  due  to  the  open 
and  mild  winter,  enabling  stock  to  rustle  in  thistle  fields. 

LAWSON :  The  mild  weather  of  most  of  March  gave  way  to  a  rather  severe  snow,  rain 

and  v/ind  storm  at  the  close  cf  the  month  with  conditions  quite  unfavorable 
to  livestock.  Moisture  conditions  as  spring  opens  are  encouraging  and  where  snow 
was  held  on  fields,  quite  favorable.  Seed  supplies  on  farms  are  relatively  large, 
and  where  additional  supplies  are  necessary,  arrangements  have  been  generally 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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This  map  shows  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation 
that  occurred,  in  Montana  during  the  6-month  period,  October, 

1937  to  March,  1938,  Inclusive. 

The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the 
actual  amount  of  precipitation  bh&t  occurred  in  that  respective 
area  during  the  6-month  period;  the  lower  figure  of  each  pair 
indicates  the  normal  amount  for  the  same  period.  *  r 

Up  to  100%,  percentage  pines  are  drawn  for  each  10%  differ¬ 
ence;  ever  100%,  lines  are  drawn  for  each  additional  25%. 
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Helena,  Montana 


.1,^^,:.-,  atmi;  VkiUnd  uuNEmONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  til-  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  April  5,  1933, 


:  tided j:  :ni,y  ty  the. Cure  u  c?  Agricultural  Economics  ana  tho  Weathoe  Bureau. 
*  •  Offices:  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


The  six-menth  period  from  October,  193-7 't0  March,  1938,  inclusive,  was 
mild  with  ‘severe  cold  weather  of  any  length  occurring  only  during  the  last  few 
days  cf  January  and  the  first  three  weeks  of  February."  Only  shallow  freezing  °Ssr  , 
tne  ground  was- reported  west  cf  the  Divide,  where  the  depth  of  frost  for  many  of 
the  Ic.wer  districts  generally  did  not  exceed  6  inches.  East  cf  the  Divide, >frost 
penetrated  to  less  than  the  normal* depth ,  end  left  the  ground  rapidly  during  the 
middle  of  i -larch .  Fall  rains  and  winter’s  melting  snows  were  well  absopDed.  The 
accumulation  of  moisture  in  soils  at  the  start  of  serin.-  was  regard.ed  the  best  for 
tne  last  several  years.  In  many  of  tne  eastern  and  central  districts  soils  ap¬ 
peared  /me ist  to  deaths  varying  from  2  to  4  _r  more  feet.  This  was  true  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  northeast  where  last  year's  drought  conditions  were  most  severe. 

A  chart  Of  Montana's  six-month  fall  and  winter  precipitation  shows  more 
than  S  ':  per  c-ent  of  the  State's  total /area  with  100  to  200  per  cent  of  the  normal 
seasonal  amount  f  moisture.  Areas  of  greatest  excess  -of  precipitation  included 
Daniels,  Sheridan,  Roosevelt,  and  Valley  Counties  in  the  extreme  northeast;  Fallon 
and  prairie  Counties  in  the  extreme  east;  Petroleum  southward  to  Yellowstone 
County  in  tne  south-central;  and  parts  of  Glacier,  Toole,  and  Liberty  Counties  in 
the  extreme  north-central  part  of  the  State.  The  deficiency  area  embraced  Pondera, 
Teton,  Chouteau,  Casca.de,  and  Lewis  and  Clark  Counties,  and  also  extended  south¬ 
ward  from  tnis  group  to  Beaverhead  County  and  southeastward  to  Carbon  County.  In 
Seav-  mead.  Qounty  the  deficiency  amounted  to  50-  per  cent,  and  in  the  more  central 
group  of  counties  ranged  from  2S  to  U‘0  per  cent.  The  outlook  for  irrigation  water 
from  .snowfall  stored  in  tne  mountains  is  much  improved  ^ver  last  season.  .Although 
snow  storage  is  below  normal  on  many  watersheds,  the  cover  is  heavier  and  has  a 
greater  content  than  last  year. 

Fell  weather  and  soil  moisture  conditions  were  mostly  favorable  for  ger¬ 
mination  and  a  good  stand  of  winter  grains  before  the  beginning  of  the  dormant  per¬ 
iod.  The  .snow  cover. 'was  generally  adequate  for  their  protect  ion  during  the  com¬ 
paratively  short  periods  of  extremely  1-w  'temperatures ,  and  as  a  result  nearly  all 
winter  grain  reached  the  growing  season  in  a  vigorous  condition  and  with  a  high  jg 
percentage  of  survived.  A  little  soil-blowing  occurred  at  times  but  caused  no 
great  Ajncant  »of  damage  to  winter  grains  or  pastures  nor  loss  of  -oC  il  from  fields. 
Temperatures  during  late  March  and  'April  to  date  have  been  too  low  to  stimulate 
rapid  growth. 

Weather  conditions  were  favarn.ble  for  carrying  on  farm  work  late  in  the 
fall,  and  for  most  outside  operations  during  tne  winter.  March  conditions,  however, 
permitted  only  a  little  plowing,  levelling,  and  soring  seeding  in  a  few  south¬ 
central  and  extreme  eastern  districts.  A  heavy  sn'wfall  near  the  close  of  March 
was  expected  to  delay  farm  work  east  of  tne  Divide  well  into  April. 

Pastures  and  ranges  for  tne'  most  part  have  plenty  of  moisture  to  get 
grassf well  started.  Sunshine-  and  warmth,  however,  are  needed  for  accelerating 
growth.  Alfalfa.,  crested  wheat ,  and  other  grasses  that  were  Planted  last  season 
are  reported  in  a  heal thy _  condi.t ion .  Improved  moisture  conditions  are  expected  to 
induce  increased  plantings  of  legumes  and  grasses  this  season.  Northeastern 
ranges  arc  only  lightly  stocked  tnis  spring  because  of  drastic  reduction  of  live¬ 
stock  during  least  ear's  severe  drought. 

All  classes  of  livestock  wintered  well.  Consumption  of  feed  was  lighter 
than  usual,  because  cf  tne  mild  weather  and  open  range .  A  surplus  of  feed  remained 
't  the  end  of  Harcn  in  all  sections  ■  except  the  northeast,  where  almost  tne  entire- 
winter's  feed  supply  was  shipped  in.  Livestock  losses  were  negligible  until  the 
late  March  storm.  In  connection  witn  tne  lat^  March  storm,  however,  most  losses 
have  oeon  intimated  up  to  the  time  of  this  report  rather  than  actually  reported. 

Cold  wet  snows  during  Lie  March  and  Aoril  caused  some  calf  and  lamb  losses. 

Crickets  and  grasshoppers  started  hatching  during  brief  warm  periods  in 
March.  While  serious  infestations  are  expected  in  some  east  rn  and  southern  local¬ 
ities,  stc  s  have  been  taken  for  getting  control  work  underway  at  an  early  stage. 
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Moisture  conditions  continued  mostly  satisfactory  during  trie  week  ending  Tues¬ 
day,  April  26th,  but  growth  of  crons  and  ranges  was  retarded,  somewhat  by  cloudy 
weather  and  cool  temperatures .  ho  harm  resulted  from  several  nights  of  hard  frosts 
and  freezing  temperatures  as  susceptible  vegetation  had  not  advanced  sufficiently 
to  be  damaged.  High  winds  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  week  did  no  great  amount 
of  damage  to  seeded  fields  except  in  a  few  northcentral  districts.  Most  of  the 
soil-blowing  in  the  northeast  occurred  on  uncultivated  fields.  Precipitation  was 
either  too  light  or  spotted  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  State  as  a  whole  'until 
general  rains  occurred  at  the  close  of  the  week.  Flooded  mountain  streams  caused 
considerable  property  damage  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  State,  but  subsided 
early  in  the  week  when  rains  ceased  over  the  high  watersheds  and  cooler  tempera¬ 
tures  checked  the  rapid  melting  of  the  heavy  snow-cover. 

G-ood  progress  was  made  throughout  the  week  with  seeding  of  small  grains  and 
sugar  beets.  Rains  interrupted  seeding  operations  in  some  northeastern  and  south¬ 
western  districts  at  the  close  of  the  week.  Seeding  is  generally  in  full  swing, 
and  varies  from  25  to  75  Per  cent  completed.  It  is  least  advanced  in  the  northeast. 
Plowing  conditions  continued  favorable. 

The  condition  of  winter  grains  continued  good,  although  progress  during  the 
week  was  slowed  up  because  of  cooler  temperatures.  Early  sown  spring  wheat  has 
started  to  come  up.  Additional  rains  would  be  of  benefit  to  both  fall  and  spring 
sown  crons  east  of  the  Divide.  Generally  ample  moisture  for  the  present  is  re¬ 
ported  west  of  the  Divide. 

Livestock  were  reported  gaining  on  new  grass  in  southern  sections,  and  main¬ 
taining  a  satisfactory  condition  generally.  Cold  rains  at  the  close  of  the  week 
were  'unfavorable  for  trie  start  of  range  lambing.  Conditions  have  continued  favor¬ 
able  for  calving  and  lambing  witn  generally  good  percentages  reported  both  in  case 
of  calves  and  early  lambs.  Grass  has  started  in  all  sections  of  the  State,  but 
growth  during  the  past  week  was  retarded  by  the  cold  nights  and  cloudy  weather. 
Stands  of  range  grass  are  reported  somewhat  thicker  this  spring  in  many  of  the 
southeastern  districts,  but  are  still  thin  in  the  eastcentral,  northeastern,  and 
some  northcentral  districts.  Fall  planted  crested  wheat-grass  is  reported  doing 
well  in  the  southwest,  but  has  h^en  killed  to  some  extent  in  the  northcentral  dis¬ 
tricts  by  freezing  and  soil  erosion. 

Grasshoppers  have  made  little  or  no  appearance  to  date,  but  Mormon  crickets 
have  appeared  in  several  areas,  and  dusting  crews  have  started  control  operations 
in  Big  Horn,  Cascade,  Chouteau,  Lake,  and  Yellowstone  Counties. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ENDING  APRIL  26,  1938 


Sunshine  Total  Precipitation 

Temperature  %  of  This  From  April  For  Corresponding 

Highest  Lowest  possiole  W e ek  1st  to  Date  Period  in  1937 


Billings 

67 

28 

* 

0.22 

0 . 45 

0.72 

Bo z eman 

57 

25 

* 

0.60 

1-39 

1.87 

Conrad 

* 

* 

* 

0.24 

0.67 

0.72 

Cut  Bank 

6c 

18 

* 

0.32 

0.71 

0.4o 

For  Peck 

67 

28 

* 

0.29 

0.30 

0.34 

G1  endive 

71 

?6 

* 

0.11 

0.12 

0.35 

Great  Falls 

62 

24 

* 

o.i4 

0.23 

0.20 

Havre 

64 

24 

56 

0.27 

0.28 

0.30 

HELENA 

59 

25 

56 

0.18 

0.6l 

0.29 

Kal i spell 

58 

28 

94 

0.15 

0.42 

0.92 

Lewistown 

64 

20 

* 

0.12 

O.56 

O.56 

Malta 

67 

24 

* 

0.13 

0.21 

0-73 

Miles  City 

70 

2b 

7^ 

0.29 

0.44 

O.58 

Missoula 

66 

32 

54 

0.52 

0.74 

0.7^ 

Poplar 

6s 

21 

* 

0.51 

0.51 

O.38 

Stanford 

* 

* 

* 

0. 33 

0,92 

1.8,8 

*No  Data. 
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The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  April  23, 

I93&  are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service.  .  . 

BEAVERHEAD :  Do  precipitation,  drying  winds,  weather  cooler.  Snow  going  off  higher 

valleys.  Field  work  onde'r  way,  grass  getting  good  start.  Livestock 
in  good  shape.  Approximately  IQ 0.0  head  of  fed.  steers  shipped  during  the  week, 
preparations  under  way  for  lambing. 

BIG  PC 51 :  General  growing  conditions  very  good  throughout  entire  county.  Winter 
wheat  especially  making  good  progress  and  spring  wheat  also  making 
good  growth".  Beet  land  in  splendid  condition  and  seeding  expected  to  start  soon. 
Livestock  in  good  condition,  range  generally  green  and  gra.ss  reported  thickening 
up  in  areas  where  it  has  been  somewhat  depleted  during  the  past  few  years.  Cattle 
and  sheep  generally  on  the  range.  Crickets  reported  threatening  in  some  communi¬ 
ties. 

BLAINE:  Growing  conditions  satisfactory.  Frost  three  nights.  Farm  operations 

general.  Planting  sugar  beets  in  Milk  River  Valley.  Dry  land  plantings 
progressing  with  considerable  wheat  now  sown.  Summer  fallow  fields  working  up  in 
excellent  condition.  No  soil  blowing  reported.  Good  percentage  of  lambs  re¬ 
ported.  Dry  bands  moving  to  summer  range  in  northern  part  of  county.  Cattle  men 
”.-Dort  very  satisfactory  calf  Crop.  Range  grass  showing  some  growth  but  needs 
more  reel  warm  weather.  Labor  normal. 

CARBON :  Good  rain  reported  over  entire'  county  on  22nd.  Weather  cool  most  of  week. 

Seeding  well  under  way  in  Clarks  Fork  Valley.  Seeding  of  sugar  beets 
started.  Little  seeding  done  in  western  portion  where  the  season  is  later.  Wheat 
making  good  start.  Good  stands  of  winter  wheat  reported.  Mormon  crickets  hatch¬ 
ing  in  northwestern  and  eastern  portions' of  county  in  numbers  which  promise  heavy 
infestation  in  certain  sections.  Dust  mixing  and  arrangements  for  dusting  well 
under  way.  Livestock  conditions  good  and  range  conditions  good. 

CASCADE :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  and  severe  dust  storms  did  considerable 

damage  to  winter  wheat  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Exact  amount  of  damage  has 
not  been  determined.  Principal  losses  occurred  northwest  of  Fife  and  in  Portage 
and  power  districts.  This  wind  also  sapped  considerable  moisture,  planting  of 
sugar  beets  well  under  way  as  is  seeding  of  spring  wheat.  Livestock  in  good 
condition  with  prospects  for  ample  grass.  Surplus  of  labor.  Mormon  crickets  re¬ 
ported  hatching  in  large  numbers  in  Highwood  and  Little  Belt  districts,  plans 
completed  for  poisoning  operations  starting  the  first  of  next  week. 

C HQUTEAU i  Favorable  growing  conditions;  severe  blowing  of  soil  in  west  and  north 

areas  for  two  days ;  no  precipitation.  Winter  whea.t  growing  rapidly 
where  moisture  reserve  is  ample.  Spring  wheat  seeding  well,  under  way,  Grass  green¬ 
ing  up  in  most  sections  where  moisture  is  sufficient.  Cattle  continue  in  fair  con¬ 
dition.  Labor  unchanged.  Mormon  crickets  continue  hatching  and  will  continue  for 
several  weeks.  Some  dusting  begun. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER;  Light  showers  fore  part  of  week  followed  by  two  cold  windy 

days  with  frost  Wednesday  night.  No  damage  reported. 

Warmer  latter  part  of  week.  Growing  conditions  more  favorable.  Seeding  operations 
well  under  way.  Condition  of  winter  grains  continues  good.  No  sugar  beets  planted 
yet.  Irrigation  water  supply  looks  ample  for  early  season  use.  Alfalfa  survived 
winter  in  good  shape.  Lambing  started  with  good  crop  in  sight.  Calf  crop  pros¬ 
pects  also  look  good  but  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  normal  cow  population  on 
these  ranges. 

DANIELS :  No  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  generally  poor  due  to  severe  winds 
and  generally  cold  weather.  Yifinds  are  rapidly  drying  cut  surface  soil 
Two  very  severe  dust  storms  during  week  which  caused  considerable  damage  to  cul¬ 
tivated  fields.  Planting  of  spring  wheat  in  full  swing.  Range  pastures  beginning 
to  shew  signs  of  growth.  All  surplus  labor  is  either  being  employed  on  federal 
work  projects  or  on  individual  farms,  at  present  time.  Some  reports  indicate  that 
cutworms  and  wire  worms  are  present  in  some  areas. 

DAWSON :  Fore  part  of  week  cool  and  quite  windy;  altogether  disagreeable.  Seeding 
continues  at  a  rapid  pace  throughout  the  entire  county.  Some  soil  blow¬ 
ing  occurred  as  a.  result  of  heavy  winds,  although  in  quite  scattered  areas.  No 
serious  developments  at  this  time.  Earlier  grass  appearing  in  amounts  to  afford  a 
little  grazing. 

FALLON  -  C ARTER :  Moisture  conditions  in  Carter  peer  to  fair.  Southern  portion  in 

need  of  spring  moisture.  Fallon  moisture  conditions  fair  to  good; 
spotted  running  out  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  county.  Crop  conditions  fair 
to  gcc'd  on  average.  Farming  in  full  swing.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Grass 
in  Fallen  good.  Southern  Carter  county  grass  in  need  cf  spring  rains. 

'FERGUS;  Good  growing  conditions  except  high  wind  and  considerable  soil  blowing 
first  cf  week.  Crops  in  area  north  and  west  part  of  county  making  good 
'East  part  needs  moisture.  All  could  use  it.  Soil  tests  show  available 
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moisture  down  at  least  two  feet  in  sttibdle  and  fallow  in  west  part  of  county.  Al¬ 
falfa  making  good  sta.rt.  Range  “beginning  to  produce  some  feed.  Seeding  of  spring 
grain  will  soon  be  under  way  in  all  sections  with  many  farmers  thru  seeding. 
Livestock  making  satisfactory  gains.  Lanib  crop  normal  or  above.  Calf  crop  good. 
Crickets  reported  hatching.  No  definite  information  about  numbers  as  hatching 
has  apparently  Just  started.  Few  hoppers  reported. 

FLATHEAD:  Some  precipitation  first  of  week.  Latter  part  cloudy  and  cold  with 

frosts  each  night.  Growing  conditions  fair.  Reports  from  farmers  in¬ 
dicate  that  surface  oil  is  drying  out  much  mere  rapidly  than  in  past  years  due 
zc  rouiid  cracking  and  high  winds  wnicn  have  caused  some  soil  blowing.  Notmuch 
progress  in  seeding.  Condition  of  livestock  good.  Some  dry  feeding  is  being 
continued  but  ranges  are  rapidly  improving  and  dry  feeding  will  probably  be  dis¬ 
continued  very  soon.  Labor  adequate,  but  not  many  are  going  out  on  jobs  at  wages 
being  offered  by  the  farmers. 

GALLATIN :  Partly  cloudy,  very  little  frost,  showers  latter  part  of  week,  prac¬ 
tically  no  winter  killing  showing  in  any  pert  of  county.  Soil  moisture 
present  to  a  depth  of  more  than  three  feet  in  all  areas  except  extreme  north. 

Spring  wo rk  under  way  in  all  areas.  Range  lambing  continues. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  No  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  fair.  Generally  cool 

with  some  high  wind.  Fall  seeded  grains  -and  grass  continue 
in  good  condition.  Soring  seeding  at  its  peak.  Due  to  high  winds  at  intervals 
scattered  soil  drifting  mostly  on  fields  not  seeded  has  been  observed.  Damage 
is  not,  great.  Many  operators  are  skeptical  as  to  prospects  for  spring  seeding  of 
crops  unless  further  moisture  is  available.  Generally  the  cool  temperatures  of 
past  week  have  been  only  moderately  favorable  to  crop  growth.  In  considerable 
area  of  the  range  the  grass  is  thin  and  needs  favorable  moisture  conditions. 
Condition  of  livestock  satisfactory. 

GLACIER :  Cold  weather  all  week.  Freezing  temperatures  early  part  of  week. 

Scattered  snow  and  rain,  storms  wnich  did  not  amount  to  much.  Grain 
growing  well.  Seeding  of  spring  wheat  going  strong  in  southern  part  of county. 

Some  seeding  beginning  in  Milk  River  territory.  Seeding  under  Two  Medicine  Pro¬ 
ject  generally  complete^.'  Lambing  progressing  satisfactorily.  No  severe  losses 
reported.  All  livestock  in  general  wintered  in  fin«  shape.  New  grass  .where  tall 
enough  to  pasture  not  showing  .any  adverse  effects.  Labor  conditions  normal. 

HILL  :  :  Trace  of  precipitation.  Monday  and  Tuesday  witnessed  worst  soil  .blowing 
so  far  this  year.  Seeding  opera.tions  approximately  50$  completed.  Cric¬ 
kets  starting  to  hatch.  .  Grass  making  good  start.  Range  conditions  fair.  Live¬ 
stock  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Surplus  of  labor. 

JUDITH  BASIN :  No  precipitation,  season  backward,  temperatures  moderate.  Growing 
conditions  fair.  High  winds  early  part  of  week  caused  consider¬ 
able  drying  and  severe  wind  erosion,  however,  damage  to  winter  wheat  not  excessive. 
Crickets  have  hatched  in  great  numbers  in  some  areas  of  county.  Preparation  for 
spring  planting  now  in  progress.  Ca.lving  and  lambing  well  under  way.  Livestock 
condition,  fair.  Ranges  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  carry  stock  as  yet.  Surplus 
of  labor. 

LAKE :  Gentle  rain  over  county  first  of  week.  Growing  conditions  good.  Days 

warm  and  nights  cool.  Snow  run-off  slow.  Approximately  75$  °f  all  small 
grains  seeded.  Much  of  early  seeded  small  grains  emerging.  Seeding  of  sugar 
beets  in  Moiese  district.  Moisture  conditions  very  good.  All  livestock  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Calf  crop  normal  or  above.  Feeding  discontinued.  Dusting 
crew  to  control  mormon  crickets  has  started  to  work.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in 
some  areas. 

LEWIS  d  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Very  cool  fere  part  of  week  with  improved  growing 

. conditions  latter  part.  Minor  amount  of  precipita¬ 
tion,  considerable  wind  in  both  counties  which  caused  some  soil  to  move.  While 
growing  conditions  have  been  only  fir,  field  work  has  been  progressing  satis¬ 
factorily.  Crop  prospects  in  general  are  promising.  Grass  growth  fair.  Winter 
feeding  gradually  tapering  off.  Practically  no  reports  of  crickets  or  grass¬ 
hoppers  na ten ing.  lew  bait  increasing  activity  in  poisoning  of  ground  squirrels. 

MAD I SOI  -  JEFFERSON:  Growing  conditions  mostly  favorable.  Good  shower  fell 

Friday  evening  over  southern  Jefferson  County  and  a  large 
portion  of  Madison  -County,  Preparation  of  ground  for  planting  made  rapid  progress 
throughout  week.  Winter  wheat  and  rye  in  excellent  condition.  Conditions  favor¬ 
able  for  calving  and  lambing.  Excellent  crops  of  both  calves  and  lambs  continue 
to  be  reported.  Some  stockmen  have  turned  out  on  grass. 

MEA:~  :ER:  No  precipitation  this  week.  Soil  moisture  better  than  in  previous,  years, 
average  deptii  on  bench  land  11  to  12  inches.  Ground  conditions  a_nd 
growing  conditions  good.  Winter  grain  doing  well,  fields  now  solid  green.  Grass 
growi  ,  almost  encugn  to  support  livestock.  Seeding  operations  well  begun. 
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Livestock  in  very  good  condition,  peak  of  calving  passed.  Several  bands  through 
lambing,  balance  will  begin  soon.  Both  calf  and  lamb  crops  reported  good. 

MISSOULA:  Ccol  a.nd  cloudy  most  of  week.  Some  wind  «n&  some  light  showers,  ho 

appreciable  precipitation.  Excellent  growing  conditions.  Spring  work 
in  full  swing.  One-fourth  to  one-half  of  seeding  completed.  Alfalfa  and  winter 
wheat  starting  good  growth,  ho  spring  crops  up  yet.  Soil  moisture  generally  good. 
Top  soil  dry  in  some  localities.  Crop  prospects  excellent  at  this  time.  Grass 
good  on  lower  pastures.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Some  feeding  being 
done  in  some  localities.  Labor  balanced. 

MUSSELS HELb  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  Enough  local  showers  to  keep  top  soil  moist  enough 

to  prevent  blowing.  Crop  conditions  generally  very 
good  with  exception  of  a  few  l"' cal  a.rea.s  where  high  winds  in  March  tended  to  slight¬ 
ly  damage  winter  wheat.  About  b0%  of  spring  seeding  has  been  done.  Livestock  in 
good  condition.  Calf  crop  has  been  very  go  d.  Lambing  just  started. 

PARK :  Cold  unsettled  weather,  with  two  rains  supplementing  moisture  reserve  but 
delaying  farm  operations.  Crop  and  grass  prospects  excellent.  Plenty  of 
moisture  but  warm  weather  needed  for  rapid  growth.  Winter  wheat  looking  fine. 
Farmers  seeding  spring  crops  where  and  when  dry  enough.  Calving  and  lambing  com¬ 
pleted  on  most  ranches.  Above  normal  crops  of  both  reported,  ho  wool  reported 
contracted.  Local  wool  is  reorganized.  More  than  usual  loss  of  baby  chickens 
occurring  this  spring.  Still  shortage  of  labor  for  local  laborers.  Few  crickets 
have  hatched.  County  prepared  to  combat  both  grasshoppers  and  crickets  as  soon  as 
infestations  develop. 

PHILLIPS :  Cool  fore  part  of  week  but  gradual  rise -in  temperature  last  two  days. 

ho  precipitation.  Some  soil  blowing. in  north  part  of  county  but  not 
serious,  preparation  far  spring  planting  under  way  in  all  parts  of  county.  About 
10  to  15 %  of  grain  planted.  Sugar  beet  planting  started  in  valley.  Moisture  con¬ 
ditions  generally  favorable,  but  few  more  windy  days  will  remove  surface  moisture 
from  fields  that  are  worked.  Few  hoppers  hatching.  Grass  picking  up  and  with 
warm  weather  the  range  will  improve  rapidly.  Condition  of  livestock  good.  Crickets 
hatching  in  Little  Rockies  area,  ho  demand  for  labor. 

PONDERA:  High  winds  fore  part  of  week  caused  considerable  blowing  in  some  areas. 

However,  weather  was  favorable  for  starting  crops  remainder  of  week,  he 
precipitation.  Field  operations  in  full  swing.  Many  have  begun  seeding  and  others 
are  getting  prepared  to  seed.  Very  little  weed  growth  to  date.  Reports  from' lamb¬ 
ing  and  calving  are  good.  Labor  supply  plentiful.  Some  insects  beginning  to  hatch, 
but  no  reports  of  grasshoppers  or  crickets  to  date. 

PRAIRIE:  Weather  and  soil  moisture  conditions  favorable  for  growtn  of  crops  and 
progress  of  farm  work,  ho  precipitation  and  weather  warming  up.  Early 
sown  crops  coming  up  in  good  'shape  with  even  stands.  Some  wind  but  no  blowing  a.s 
yet  on  plowed  or  sowed  fields.  Range  grasses  making,  good  growth  but  lack  of  den¬ 
sity  is  apparent.  Livestock  is  looking  fair  to  good.  Lambing  under  way  in  farm 
flocks  of  sheep. 

RICHLAI'IE1 :  ho  precipitation  but  severe  winds  occurred  two  days  that  caused  some  soil 
drifting  in  certain  areas.  Land  now  dried  up  so  cultivation  is  possible 
on  practically  all  fields.  Farmers  trying  to  get  crops  in  as  quickly  a.s  possible 
but  many  arc  delayed  on  account  of  lack  of  finances  to  put  in  crops  this  spring. 

A  few  growers  have  practically  completed  seeding  of  wheat  and  are  now  seeding  bar¬ 
ley  and  oats,  but  great  bulk  of  growers  are  still  planting  wheat  and  will  be  for 
another  week  or  so.  No  outbreak  of  grasshoppers  has  occurred  yet.  No  particular 
change  in  livestock  situation. 

ROOSEVELT :  Light  showers  and  high  wind  fore  part  of  week.  Warm  and  clear  last'  of 

week  with  good  growing  conditions.  Considerable  soil  blowing  first  of 
week  on  land  not  cultivated,  ho  damage  to  seeded  grain  reported.  Farm  work  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly  with  majority  of  fields  working  up  in  good  shape.  Indications  that 
larger  amount  of  wheat  will  be  sown  though  many  farmers  handicapped  by  lack  of 
finances.  Pastures  improving  with  most  livestock  turned  out.  Expected  that  ranges 
will  be  considerably  understocked  due  to  shortage  of  livestock, 

ROSEBUD :  Light  rain  first  of  week.  Warmer  weather  last  of  week  ha.stened  new  growth 
of  grass  and  winter  grain.  Moisture  conditions  good.  Winter  wheat  devel¬ 
oping  rapidly.  Dry  land  grain  about  75%  seeded.  Seeding  of  beets  started  in  one 
district  during  week.  Large  percentage  of  growers  still  awaiting  contracts.  New 
grass  furnishing  fairly  good  grazing.  Reports  indicate  good  calf  crop  with  calving 
generally  in  full  swing. 

SANDERS:  Precipitation  .95  inch.  General  rains  over  entire  county  first  of  week. 

Heavy  floods  in  tributary  streams  caused  heavy  damage  to  roads,  bridges 
and  farm  improvements .  Growing  conditions  backward  account  of  cool  weather  with 
some  frosty  nights.  Winter  wheat  making  good  growth  with  evidence  of  good  stand 
and  little  winter  damage.  Meadows  making  slow  growth  account  cool  weather.  Spring 
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seeding  well  advanced  witn  soil  in  fine  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Range  making  fair  growth  with,  good  moisture  supply.  Crickets  hatching  in  large 
numbers  mostly  in  wide  areas  of  range  lands. 

SHERI  DAI' :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  during  first  part  of  week  started  much  soil 
blowing  on  crop  land  not  yet  cultivated -during  19 3S .  Moisture  conditions 
cf  soil  excellent  throughout  county.  Seeding  progressing  rapidly.  Most  of  wheat 
will  be  seeded  during  April  if  present  weather  conditions  continue.  Grass  beginning 
to  appear  on  ranges,  present  conditions  indicate  future  pasture  and  hay  supply  to 
be  more  than  sufficient  for  stock  on  farms  in  county.  ITc  change  in  labor  situation, 

SUIT  RIVER  PROJECT:  Weather  has  continued  cold  during  the  past  week  with  only  a 

trace  cf  moisture  on  'Wednesday.  High  winds  on  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day  .roved  some  soil  cn  irrigated  farms.  Few  sugar  beets  are  being  seeded  this  week 
and  a  few  early  fields  of  grain.  For  most  part,  farmers  are  waiting  to  -irrigate, 
before  seeding. 

SWEET GRASS :  Weather  past  week  cool  and  cloudy  and  frosty  at  night.  Trace  cf  pre¬ 
cipitation.  General  growing  conditions  slow.  Winter  wheat  growing 
slowly,  also  grass  only  in  protected  snorts.  Early  seodings  of  spring  grain  and 
grass  seeds  shewing  cn  protected  slopes.  Livestock  doing  well.  Plenty  of  fefc>d  but 
very  little  old  grass.  Lambing  about  complete  in  all  farm  flocks  with  a  very 
successful  lambing.  Lambs  growing  nicely.  All  labor  busy  with  farming  operations 
and  WPA  projects.  Crickets  slowly  but  constantly  hatching.  Control  work  will  start 
next  week  in  a  limited  way-.  J' 

TETON:  Light  snow  last  cf  week,  not  enough  to  do  much  gcc’d.  Temperature  as  low  as 

2GP  .  Extremely  bad-,  wind  first  week,  rs.t  in  years,  doing  considerable 
damage  to  winter  wheat.  Some  of  early  spring  seeded  wheat,  especially  in  large 
fields,  was  blov/n  cut.  It  has  been  reported  that  the  foot-hills  country  received 
a  nice  rain  the  middle  of  the  week.  Seeding  of  small  grains  now  started  in  most 
communities.  Ecr  the  county  as  a  whole  about  3^  of  seeding  done,  'including  over 
50^3  for  eastern  part  of  county.  Grass  very  slow  in  starting.  Lambing  in  full 
swing.  Geo  cl  weather-  for  lam  Ding"  so  far. 

TOOLE :  High  winds  two  days,  temperatures  down  to  freezing  three  times.  Seeding  . 

operations  in  full  swing.  Some  soil  moved  during  extremely  high  winds,  but 
up  to  present  time  it  has  not  been  as  severe  as  other  years,  and  only  small  areas 
have  been  affected.  Lambing  operations  in  full  swing.  Grass  greening  up  in  nice 
shape  throughout  entire  county. 


VALLEY :  Three  days  of  high  winds.  Two  days  of  moderate  winds  which  were  drying 

and  extended  from  the  boundary  lines  of  the  county  eastward.  Soil  drifted 
badly.  Trace  of  precipitation  throughout  county  Monday,  nights  very  cool.  Ground 
works  pretty  well  and  many  farmers  state  that  plowing  is  best  since  1926.  Seeding 
well  under  *ay .  Some  grains  beginning  to  sprout.  Practically  no  stand  of  winter 
wheat  seedings.  Winter  rye  coming  through  in  good  shape.  Crested  wheatgrass  com¬ 
ing  through  in  good  shape,  however,  some  was  killed  off  by  the  storm  the  fore  part 
of  month.  *  Livestock  being  turned  out  on  ranges.  Grass  beginning  to  green  up  in 
good  shape v 


WHEATLAND:  Generally  cl  tidy,  temperatures  moderate,  drying  winds  latter  part  of 
week.  Mo^e  field  work  started  this  past  week.  A  few  operators  will 
start  seeding  this  coming  week.  Lambing  in  full  swing,  good  percentages  p<=r<,i-teP- 

WIBAUX :  precipitation  on  April  12,  .25  inch.  This  benefited  crops  that  were 

seeded  and  grass  to  some  extent.  Seeding  operations  in  full  swing.  About 
oOfo  or  more  of  the  wheat  has  been  planted.  Indications  are  'for  a  maximum  grain 
crop  being  planted.  Also  a  maximum  feed  crop.  Cutworms  reported  in  large  numbers 
in  one  part  of  county,  and  very  general  in  extremely  large  numbers  from  the  Montana- 
Dakota  line  East  to  the  Little  Missouri  River.  The  species  is  not  the  pale  western. 
Grass  beginning  to  show  up  end  should  make  good  .spring  growth  With  present  moisture 
conditions. 


YELLOWSTONE :  Precipitation  .C)4  inch.  Weather  fairly  warm.  Growing  conditions  good. 

A  few  light  rains  with  warmer  temperature  has  improved  growing  condi¬ 
tions  considerably  since  last  week.  Beet  seeding  in  full  swing  with  large  acreage 
expected.  Most  spring  wheat  seeded  and  most  all  other  small  grain  seeding  under 
way.  Summer  fallow  operations  starting  on  dry  land.  Conditions  of  winter  wheat 
excellent  in  practically  all  areas.  Livestock  in  good  qpndtion,  grass  growing 
rapidly  and  sufficient  water  and  moisture  for  all  stocky  areas .  Surplus  of  labor. 
Mormon  cricket  control  work  under  way,  with  a  few  communities  starting  to  dust. 

Cool  nights  and  rainy  weather  has  held  back  cricket  growth  in  some  areas. 


Helena,  Montana 
April  26,  1938 
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A  few  days  of  summer-like  temperatures  and.  "bright  sunshine  followed  by  warm 
general  rains  Sunday  furnished  crops  and  ranges  with  the  most  favorable  growing 
weather  of  the  present  season  to-date.  The  rains  averaged  between  l/4  and  3/^ 
of  an  inch  over  most  of  the  State,  being  heaviest  in  the  southwestern  and  north¬ 
eastern  parts,  and  least  and  mostly  less  than  1/4  of  an  inch  in  the  south-central, 
east-central,  and  north-western  parts.  The  rains  replenished  topsoil  moisture, 
assured  germination  of  spring-sown  grains,  beets,  and  grass  seedings,  and  tem¬ 
porarily  ended  the  menace  of  severe  soil-blowing. 

Intensive  field  operations  were  halted  by  Sunday's  rains,  but  strong  drying 
winds  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  assured  early  and  favorable  resumption.  Seeding  of 
early  grains  was  reported  half  done  to  completed  except  in  some  normally  very 
late  starting  areas.  Summer-fallowing  got  underway  in  western  counties,  plant¬ 
ing  of  sugar  beets  was  reported  well  along  with  conditions  now  generally  favor*- 
able  for  germination.  Some  early  seedings  have  already  emerged,  preparation  of 
gardens  continued  generally  with  early  stuff  beginning  to  come  up.  Early  potatoes 
were  planted,  and  also  some  canning  corn,  and  seed  peas.  Trees  and  shrubs  were 
reported  leafing  out,  and  early  plums  .and  cherries  beginning  to  bloom  west  of  .the 
Divide. 

Winter  wheat  and  rye  have  developed  good  root  systems  and  generally  are  in 
excellent  condition.  Spring  grains  are  germinating  satisfactorily,  and  emerging 
with  good  stands. 

Good  rains  and  more  favorable  temperatures  advanced  ranges  and  pastures 
rapidly  during  the  week.  Green  feed  is  now  everywhere  available  in  suffici-ent 
quantities  for  livestock  except  on  the  highest  ranges  and  in  a  few  of  the  most 
northern  districts.  Grass  is  reported  best  in  several  years  for  so  early  in  the 
season  in  Carbon  County,  and  muon  optimism  prevails  in  other  sections  relative  to 
prospects  for  a.  good  range  year.  Alfalfa  in  some  areas  was  set  back  some  by  mid- 
April  frosts,  but  has  made  good  recovery  since,  and  now  is  mostly  from  3  to  5 
inches  high.  Some  fall-sown  alfalfa  failed  to  grow  in  the  southeast.  Other  hay 
crops  are  reported  doing  well. 

Livestock  are  in  good  condition,  and  nearly  all  are  on  new  grass  and  main¬ 
taining  or  gaining  weight.  Range  lambing  increased  with  weather  and  feed  condi¬ 
tions  generally  satisfactory  until  Sunday  when  rains  followed  by  chilling  tem¬ 
peratures  caused  a  little  loss  among  new-born  stuff.  The  lamb  crop  continues 
above  normal. 

Mormon  cricket  activity  increased  somewhat  during  the  warmer  weather,  and  mi¬ 
grations  were  reported  underv/ay  in  scattered  areas.  Dusting  and  tin  fences  were 
employed  as  control  measures  against  the  pests  in  the  areas  of  most  severe  in¬ 
festations.  Many  hatchings  have  appeared  on  open  range  country.  There  has  been 
no  appreciable  showing  to  date  of  other  insect  pests. 


TEMPERATURE  AND  .PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ENDING  MAY  3,  1938 


Sunshine 

Total  Precipitation 

Temperature 

%  of 

Thi  s 

From  4pril 

For  Corresponding 

Station  Highest 

Lowest 

Possible 

Week 

1st  to  Date 

Period  in  1937 

B il 1 ings 

82 

33 

* 

0.26 

0.71 

0.74 

Bo  zeraan 

72 

35 

* 

0 . 60 

1.99 

2.42 

Conrad 

* 

* 

* 

c.44 

1.11 

0.72 

Cut  Bank 

7.0 

25 

* 

0.70 

i.4i 

0.42  ' 

Port  Peck 

80 

33 

* 

0.67 

0.97 

0.35 

Glendive 

86 

25 

* 

0.21 

0.33 

0.42 

Great  Palls 

76 

37 

* 

0.47 

0.70 

0.22 

Havre 

73 

34 

52 

0.45 

0-73 

0.31 

HELENA. 

75 

36 

64 

0.62 

1.23 

0-57 

Kal i spell 

76 

34 

60 

0.23 

Q.65 

1.22 

Lew  is  town 

77 

32 

* 

0.10 

0.66 

O.56 

Malta 

80 

32 

* 

0  70 

0.91 

O.76 

Miles  City 

84 

30 

62 

0.52 

0.96 

0.81 

Mis soul  a 

80 

36 

60 

0.67 

l.4i 

0.9-3 

Poplar 

33 

28 

* 

0.23 

0.74 

o.4s 

Stanford 

* 

* 

* 

0.20 

1.12 

2.14 

♦No 

Data. 

Series  -  1938 

-  No. 

5 

W.  E.  I 

laugh an ,  Weather 

Bureau. 

Helena.,  Montana 

Jay  G. 

Diamond,  Bur.  of  A.gri.  Economics. 

May  4,  1933 

The  following  county  summaries  of  crop'  conditions  f of-  the  week  ending'  A aril  30, 

1938  are  furnished  through  tjae  courtesy  cf  Director  J.  C*  Taylor,  Montana  State 
'■Extension  Service. 

MOTE:  Since  the  week  covered  by  the  following  reports  ended  Saturday,  April  3 0 » 
the  rainfall  figures,  quoted  in  practically  all  cases  do  net  include  the 
'rainfall  that  occurred  on  the  night  of  'April' 30  and,'  on  May  1,  (Sunday). 

BE  AVERSE  AD :  Bain  first  part  o'f  week.  Total  moisture  for  month  1-59  inches.  'Seed¬ 
ing  ’under  way  with  moisture  condition's  good'  fo'r  germination.  Good 
grass.  Reports  of  good  calf  crop  to  date,  few  operators  starting  lambing. 

3 IG  H CRN :  Scattered  showers  in  southern  part  early  in  week.  South  half  has  had 
plenty  of  moisture,  but  the  rest  of  the  county  needs  more  rain.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  from  goo'd  to  fair  with  warmer  weather.  Crops  in  good  condition. 
Winter  wheat  making  good  progress.  Spring  wheat  nearly' all  seeded.'  Beets  being 
planted  generally  over  county  with  soil  conditions  fair.  Range  improving.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition.  Crickets  menacing,  with  dusting  being  used  for  their 
control . 

BLAINE:  Light,  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  fore  part  of  week  no  or ;  latter 

part  excellent.  About  75$  of  wheat  is  now  in  ground.  Crops  being  ulanted 
under  very  favorable  conditions.  About  70 $  of  sugar  beet  acreage  now  planted. 
Considerable  wind  fore  part  of  week  but  no  soil  blowing  took  place.  Livestock 
shows  no  change.  Reports  of  very  favorable  lamb  and  c^lf  crop  come  from  all  sec¬ 
tions.  Range  conditions  only  fair.  Go^d  warm  rain  is  needed  to  stimulate  grass 
gro  wth . 

CARBON:,  .Good  rain  reported  over  entire  county  Saturday  night  and  Sunday.  Winter 

wheat  very  good,  crons  making  remarkable  growth.  Very  little  winter  kill¬ 
ing  reported.  Spring  grains  making  very  good  start.  Most  all  seeding  of  mains 
done  in  eastern  and.  northern  portions  and  seeding  well  under  way  in  west  portion. 
Sugar  beet  seeding  in  progress,  prospects  for  bringing  up  crops  without  irrigation 
very  good.  Grass  conditions  best  in  years  in  hills,  as  reported  by  stockmen. 
.Livestock  in  'good  condition.  L^or  'plentiful . 

CASCADE':  .  Light  showers  improved  growing  and  seeding  conditions  materially.  ’Winter 
wheat  has  made  rapid  recovery  from  severe  winds,  of  last  week  and  is  in 
excellent  condition  at  present  time.  'Seeding  of  spring  crops  is  about  40$  com- 
.  pleted,  with,  seeding  of  .sugar  best's  well  under  way;  seed  peas  and  small  grains 
'being  planted,  as  fast  as  ground  can  be  prepared.  There  is  ample  moisture  in  the 
mountains  to  supply  irrigation  water  for  Government  projects  and  subsoil  moisture 
ip  good,  having  been  supplemented  with  light  showers  this  last  week.  Livestock  in 
good  condition  with  ample 'feed  supply,  'Surplus  of  labor.  Slight  damage  from  cric¬ 
kets  reported ,  in  Highwood  .area  and  .  plans  are  under  way  to  commence  poisoning  opera¬ 
tions'll  first  of  next  week.  No  grasshoppers  'reported  as  having  hatched  and  no 
cutworm ' damage  apparent. 

,  '  r  :  .  ■ 

CH OUT E AUL; ~  Excellent  growing  conditions,  no  precipitation, '  rain  heeded  in  some  sec¬ 
tions^  for  winter  wheat.  Winter  wheat  excellent  in  most  sections,  spring 
wheat,  seeding' in  general  will  be  completed  next  week.  Warm  weather  of  past  few 
days  bringing  grass  up  . rapidly.  Calving  began  over  past  two  weeks.  Livestock  in 
excellent  condition.  No  change  in  labor  situation.  Crickets  appearing  rapidly. 
Control  program  will  be' in  full  operation  within  the  next  week. 


CUSTER  -  POWDER'  RIVER:  Cool  weather  and  scattered  local  showers  first  half  of  week 

followed  by  warmer  weather  last  half.  Growing  conditions 
favorable.  '  f inter '  wheat . and. rye  continue  to  show  good  growth.  Soring  grains  be- 
binning  to  shew  up.  Seeding'  practically  «ompleted.  Sugar  beet  seeding  well  along. 
Alfalfa  making  good  growtn  after  slight  setback  from  frost  the  week  cf  April  19. 
Irrigation  water, tc  be  turned. in  Tongue  *iver  and  Yellowstone  ditch  next  week. 
Condition, '  of  ‘  cattle  and  sheep  remains  good.  Lamb,  crop  looks  better  than  average 
...with  conditions  and  feed  excellent.  Range  grasses  making  good  growth  after  showers, 

DANIELS :  Precipitation  averaged  approximately  one-fifth  f  an  inch  during  fore 

part  of  week.  Cold  and' windy  during  fore  part,  but  turning  warmer  Thurs¬ 
day' and  Friday.  Growing  conditions  generally  poor.  Seeding  of  wheat  about  two- 
thirds  completed  with  earlier  planted  wheat  up.  Livestock  picking  up  due  to  green¬ 
ing  up  of  pastures..  Range,  pastures  showing  up  green  in  spots.  No  change  in  labor 
situation.  "  ’ 


DAWSON:  Week  opened' with  considerable  precipitation  over  major  part  of  county 

f  lie-wed'  by  clear  favorable  growing’ conditions'.  Seeding  continues'  at  top 
pace,  with  many,  places  completed.  wheal  generally  up  to  maximum  of  government  pro¬ 
gram;  ether  small  grain  seeding  just  starting.  Grass  in  lew  spots  providing  feed, 


a.s  is  the  e’afly  types’  of  forage  on  benches. 


FALLON  -  CARTER :  Showers  of  varying  intensity  througnout  the  counties.  .29  inch 
1,  '  precipitation' a.t  Baker;  Crop  conditions’  good.  Peak  of  spring 

seeding  reached  this  past  week-'  Many  operators  have  completed  their  =priu  -  *  bio 
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of  grain  crons  and  will  "be  seeding  corn  in  May.  Crops  in  excellent  shape.  Lamb¬ 
ing  operations  'under  way.  High  percentage  of  lamb  crop.  Grass  fair  for  lambing. 

No  snortage  of  labor  reported. 

FL ATHFAJD :  leather  generally  cool  witn  some  precipitation  first  of  week.  Growing 
condit ions  g enerally  improved.  Some  early  seeded  spring  crops  coming 
no.  Condition  of  winter  wheat  generally  very  good.  Very  little  winter  killing 
of  hoy  crops  reported.  Farmers  generally  planting  wheat  in  place  of  feed  crops 
and  oeas.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  at  -present  time  there  is  a  very  large 
carryov-:  r  of  feed  croos  on  farms  in  the  county,  and  smooth  peas  are  not  being  con¬ 
tracted  for  in  the  valley  this  year  due  to  a  large  carryover  by  pea  companies. 

FERGUS :  Growing  conditions  good.  Showers  first  of  week.  Range  lambing  well  under 
way.  Few  crickets  hatching.  No  hoopers  reported. 

GAL  LA-TIN :  Local  showers  fore  part  of  week,  considerable  increase  in  temperatures 
and  clear  latter  part.  Stands  of  winter  wheat  now  assure  that  practi¬ 
ce  ly  no  winter  kill  occurred.  A.  few  very  small  areas  partially  damaged  by  wind. 
Coring  grain  being  rapidly  seeded,  and  land  preparation  under  way  in  practically 
s’H  areas.  Crickets  hatching  in  north' end  of  county  in  numbers  which  indic.ate  a 
'much  heavier  infestation  than  in  1937  in  this  same  area.  As  yet  no  reports  of 
grasshoppers  hatching'. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROL FH :  Showers  of  varying  precipitation  from  .25  to  . 50  inch  covered 

all  of  both  counties  except  in  S^nd  Springs  and  Mosby  area 
early  in  the  week,  Temperatures  rising  latter  part  of  week  favored  growing'  con¬ 
ditions  following  the  moisture.  In  areas  of  precipitation  during  past  week,  early 
seeded  fields  are  making  favorable  development.  Further  seeding  of  small  grains 
continues.  Livestock  condition  remains  go.od  for  this  season.  AH  range  livestock 
are  on  grass  and  generally  maintaining  or  improving  their  condition.  Lambing  under 
way . 

GLACIER:  Freezing  conditions  -first  of  week.  Wet’  snow  Sunday  and  Monday.  Friday 
and  Saturday  warmer  witn  Saturday  being  extremely  good  growing  weather. 
Approximately."  1/ 3  inch  rainfall  during  early  part  of  week.  Cut  Bank  area  practi¬ 
cally  all  seeded,  t  o  north' townships  about  2/3  seeded  and  the  Milk  River  area 
.just  getting  started.  Pastures  excellent.  Winter  wheat  showing  up  good.  Some 
early  seeding  of  spring  wheat  showing  above  the  ground.  Lamb  crop  looking  good. 
Lambs  still  coming.  Calf  crop  started.  Some  few  reports  of  losses  but  majority 
of  cattle  calving  in  fine  shape.  Labor  normal.  No  reports  of  insects  developing. 

HILL:  .25  inch  precipitation  past  week.  Cool  weather  during  fore  Part  and  ideal 

growing  conditions’ letter  part  of  week.  Crops  making  fair  growth.  5 ®j>  ° f 
wheat  is  seeded,  next  week  wheat  seeding  will  be  practically  complete.  Grass  mak¬ 
ing  good  growth.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Surplus  of  labor. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  About  .40  inch  p  recipitaticn.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Tem¬ 
peratures  moderate.  Winter  wheat  comingalong  nicely.  S.  ring  wheat 
about  5  r->j>  seeded.  Soil  moisture  better  than  for  rast  five  years  but  no  c  up  to  nor¬ 
mal  in  most  of  county.  Soil  blowing  in  evidence  in  many  fields.  Crickets  mostly 

hatched  in  some  areas  and  starting  to  hatch  elsewhere.  Ranges  improving.  Most  of 
livestock  now  on  grass.  Calving  and  lambing  well  along.' 

LAKE :  General  rains  over  entire  county  first  of  week.  Warm  and  clear  last  part. 

Sugar  beet  seeding  in  full  swing.  Summer  fallow  operations  starting  on  dry 

lands.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Small  grain  seeding  about  completed.  Labor 
situation’ normal .  Few  hoppers  being  reported.  Crickets  migrating  in  west  end  of 
county.  “'  • 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Very  light  precipitation,  too  cool  for  crop  growth 

first  half ■ of  week  but  excellent  last  part.  Spring 
planting  advancing  rapidly.  '  Sugar  beets  starting  to  be  sewn  in  Broadwater  County. 
Seme  interest  in  mustard  growing  this  year,  potato  acreage  will  likely  average 
slightly  less  than  1937*  Grass  conditions  fair  to  good  for  this  season  of' year. 
Lambing  probably  one- third  to  one-half  completed.  No  report  yet  of  mormon  cricket 
or  grasshopper  hatchings  except  on  Forest  Reserve  in  Broadwater. 

MAD  I  SOL  -  JEFFERSON:-  Warm  f~re  port  cf  week  followed  by  warm,  quiet  days  and  mod¬ 
erate  nights.  Winter  wheat  continues  to  look  the  host  in 
several  years,  with  early  sown  spring  grains  coming  up.  In  vicinity  of  Harrison, 
Ennis  and  upper  Madison,  moisture  has  been  so  plentiful  that  spring  work  is  being 
delayed.  Several  farmers  irrigating  alfalfa  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  some  local¬ 
ities.  There  is  need  for  mere  moisture  in  vicinity  of  Whitehall  and  seme  cf  the 
closely  adjacent  valleys.  Livestock'  still  doing  very  well  with  only  a  very  few 
stockmen  continuing  tc  feed  hay.  Both  lamb  and  calf  crops  very  satisfactory. 

MEAGHER:  -Two  good  rains  past  week.  Warm,  net  freezing  nights,  Growing  conditions 
excellent:  Farming  in  full  swing.  Alfalfa  three  inches  high.  Many 

(Continued  on  Page  30 
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ranchers .  .irrigating  with  r  m-off  water  from  high- drifts.  Indications  point  to 
good  grass  year.  Lambing  begun.  Very  good  crop  percentage  being  reported  so  far. 
Both . lambs  and  ewes  in  good  flesh.  Good  wool  clip,  indicated.  No  wool  bids.  Some 
calf  crops  reported  short.  Condition  of  cattle  generally  very  good.  Upper  Mussel- 
shell  dams  beginning  to  take  all  surplus  labor.  Crickets  beginning  to  hatch.  Con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  infested  areas'  expected  over  1937*  Very  few  hoppers  yet 
■hatched  although  formerly  unknown  egg  beds  are  frequently  discovered. 

M I S S OGL  A :  Cool,  cloudy  and  rainy  first  of  week,  bright  and  warm  latter  part. 

Good  showers  restored  soil  surface  moisture.  Some  spring  grain  coming 
up.  .'-Winter  wheat  and  alfalfa  growing  well.  About  half  of  spring  seeding  completed. 
Farmers  doing  considerable  leveling  and  ditching  in  preparation  for  irrigation. 
Winter  wheat  acreage  low.  Sugar  beet  acreage  increased.  Pastures  and  early 
ranges  improving.  Livestock  improving.  Still  some  feeding  in  some  localities. 
Gopher  control  campaign  starting. 

PARK:  Light  rains  during  week.  Much  warmer  weather  latter  cart.  Growing  condi¬ 
tions  excellent  now.  All  winter  wheat  and  winter  rye  in  fine  shape.  Spring 
planting  from  25%  completed  in  Wilsa.il  area,  to  75%  completed  in  upper  Yellowstone 
area.  Grass  still  short  but  starting  to  grow  the  last  few  warm  days.  All  creeks 
and  rivers,  fairly  high  and  expected  flow  for  summer  irrigation  believed  best  in 
years.  Some  of  livestock  turned  out  on  grass  and  most  of  it  will  be  turned  out 
next  week.  Labor  about  balanced.  Few  crickets  reported  hatching,  plenty  of 
grasshopper  eggs  present.  No  poisoning  operations  necessary  yet, 

PHILLIPS:  Cool  early  cart  of  week.  Light  showers  over  most  of  county  with  . 13 
inch  recorded  at  Malta.  Not  much  wind.  Growing  conditions  generally 
favorable.  Temperature  rising.  Farming  operations  general  with  perhaps  50%  of 
wheat  seeded.  Moisture  in  dryland  areas  still  quite  favorable.  Sugar  beet  plant¬ 
ing  about  50%  completed.  No  grasshopper  outbreaks  reported  to  date.  Army  cut¬ 
worms  infesting  large  area  in  southern  part  of  county,  doing  damage  mostly  to 
range.  Crickets  hatching  in  large  numbers.  Livestock  condition  good.  Range  im¬ 
proving.  iVater  plentiful.  Calf  crop  normal.  Some  lambing  reported  with  normal 
crop.  Labor  b;  lanced. 

PONDERA:  Light  showers  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Total  precipitation  .21  inch.'  Re¬ 
mainder  of  .  week  good  growing  weather.  Some  early  seeded  crops  are.  up. 
Others  are  well  sprouted  and  will  appear  in  few  days  with  continuance  of  warm 
weather.  Approximately  one-third  of  crops  are  seeded.  Grass  growing  well  with 
warmer  weather.  No  change  in  livestock  Situation.  Qv  r  -supply  of  labor.  Cric- 
kt  ts  appearing  in  small  numbers  in  some  areas  toward  north  part  of  county.  Army 
'cutworms  appearing  in  large  numbers  in  east  end  of  county. 

PRAIRIE :  Received  scattered  showers  first  part  of  week  which  were  sufficient  in 
Crow  Rock  ape a  to  start  creeks  running.  Weather  warmed  up  latter  part 
of  week  and  growing  conditions  are  quite  satisfactory.  Early  sown  crops  up  and 
making  satisfactory  growth.  Many  farmers  report  that  they  axe  thru  seeding  wheat, 
and  many  report  they  are  seeding  a  little  more  than  last  year.  Grass  continues 
to  make  good  growth  but  it  is  noticeably  thin  on  the  ground.  Livestock  in  fair 
to  rood  condition.  Sheepmen  ready  for  lambing  which  is  getting  under  way  at  pre- 
’ sent  time. 

ROOSEVELT :  General  precipitation  first  of  week  stormed.,  all  field  work.  Work  re¬ 
sumed  on  most  fields  latter  wart  of  week.  Temperatures  cool  with 
freezing  at  night  middle  of  week,  Growth  riot  advanced  enough  for  any  damage. 

Early  seeded  wheat  up  in  eastern  section  of  county.  About  50%  of  grain  seeded. 
Livestock  situation  about  the  same.  Very  little  feeding  being  done.  Many  farmers 
still  employed. on  WPA.  No  surplus  of  labor. 

ROSEBUD:  No  precipitation.  Nights  cold  with  some  frost.  No  damage  reported. 

Weather  for  week  generally  favorable  for  grass  and  grain.  Seeding  of 
spring  grain  practically  completed.  Beet  seeding  in  full  swing.  A  few  early 
planted  fields  coming  up.  Rain  needed  to  insure  good  germination  of  beets  and 
grass  seed.  Calving  well  under  way  witn  good  percentage  reported.  Lambing  started 
in  most  bands  during  week.  Feed  conditions  for  lambing  best  in  several  years. 

SANDERS :  Precipitation  .  30  inch.  Go  .1  rain  over  eastern  part  of  county  early 
part  of ■ week.  Warmer  temperatures  latter  part.  Cron  conditions  very 
good  with  good  moisture  supply.  All  crops  making  rapid  growth.  Some  spring  seed¬ 
ing  coming  up.  Seeding  about  50%  completed.  Gardens  being  planted  over  most  of 
county.  Early  fruit  starting  to  blossom.  Livestock  doing  well  on  range  which  hae 
reached  good  carrying  capacity.  Crickets  hatching  in  large  numbers  over  wide  areas 
of  range  land.  Central  measures  starting-  against  damage  tc  crops. 

SHEa  I  DAN :  Fair  weather  prevailed  during  past  week.  A.bcut  cne-fcurth  of  inch  pre¬ 
cipitation  fell  during  early  part  of  week.  Crop  conditions  excellent. 
Most  of  grain  crops  are  seeded.  Early  seeded  wheat  is  emerging  nicely.  Pastures 
getting  green.  Grass  in  lew  areas  has  developed  sufficiently  tc  be  of  value  to 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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livestock.  Labor  situation  -unchanged.  Federal  projects  continue  to  employ  large 
number  of  men  in  the  country, 

STILL  LA.  CLP:  The  .53  inch  moisture  received  last  week  made  ideal  condition  of  grass 
and  crop  growth.  Last  part  of  this  week  characterized  by  warm  days. 
With  exception  of  some  soil  blowing  last  week,  crops  are  in  good  condition.  .Win¬ 
ter  wheat  looks  very  good  and  early  soring  planted  crops  making  rapid  growth. 

Sugar  be et  seeding  practically  completed.  Seeding  of  spring  crop  grains  nearing 
completion.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Go-  d  calf  and  lamb  cr^os  reported. 

Surplus  of  labor. 

SEE  RIVER  PROJICT ;  Total  of  .  50  inch  precipitation  during  week,  weather  warmed  up 

latter  part  of  week.  Grass  on  range  adjacent  to  project  start¬ 
ing  with  the  week’s  moisture.  Tame  pastures  and  alfalfa  fields  starting  with 
warmer  weather.  Some  seeding  of  grain  going  on.  Sugar  beet  seeding  well  under 
way.  Many  farmers  will  have  to  irrigate  before  seeding. 

S VIET GRASS :  Precipitation'  .59  inch.  General  growing  conditions  ideal  past  three 
days.  Fall  grains  growing  rapidly.  Good  stands.-  Spring  grains 
com  ng  up  in  nice  shape.  Crop  conditions  excellent.  Soils  working  up  in  fine 
shone.  Moisture  l6  to  24  inches  deep  with  local  showers.  Both  cattle: and  sheep 
in  excellent  condition.  Lambing  complete  except  in  large  flocks.  Sheep  turned 
out  on  grazing.  Calving  progressing  satisfactorily.  ^Qf0  of  cattle  out  on  grazing. 
Labor  normal  under  ranching  and  WpA.  Cricket  control  work  well  under  way.  Cricket 
infestation-  serious  in  crops,  starting  control  campaign-  in  full  force.  Grasshoppers 
still  dormant. 

TETQN :  Precipitation  .18  inch  first  of  week  at  Choteau  with  considerable  more  at 

Fairfield.  Ideal  growing  conditions  all  week.  Ho  damage  from  wind.  Seed¬ 
ing  of  spring  wheat  in  full  swing  in  dryland  sections.  Early  seeded  spring  wheat 
comin-  up,  showing  good  germination.  Some  winter  wheat  has  not  recovered  as  yet 
from  damage  done  by  the  severe  wind  of  April  18th.  Grass  over-  most  of  county  in 
starting  to  come.  Weather  ideal  for  both  lambing  and  calving. 

TOOLE:  Snow  and  rain  fere  part  of  week.  .  15  prec ipita.t ion .  Last  several  days 

splendid  for  germination  of  wheat.  About  65%  of  wheat  is  seeded  and  it  is 
expected  that  tne  bulk  will  be  seeded  in  the  next  few  days.  Moisture  tests  -in 
good  summer  fallow  show  from  2-y  to  about  4  feet  throughout  entire  county.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  operators  have  started  lambing  and  early  reports,  show  good  lamb  crop. 
Grass  greening  up  in  fine  shape-  throughout  entire  area. 

VALLEY :  Past  week  cloudy  and  cool.  General  rain  on  29th,  approximately  .25  mois¬ 
ture.  Very  little  wind  but  soil  continues  to  move  in  Avondale  area. 

Spring  work  well  under  way.  Good  share  of  wheat  seeding  completed  in  southern 
part,  4i  A  in  northern  part .  Sugar  beet  seeding  about  half  completed.  Some  fields 
which  have  been  completely  blown  out  in  northern. portion  ore  being  reseeded,  for 
second  time.  Approximately  IS  inches  subsoil  moisture  throughout  county.  Eights 
too  cool-  to  bring  grain  through.  Grass  coming  thru  in  good  shape.  S.ome  areas  where 
grass  was  thought'  to  be  dead,  beginning  to  come  back.  Few  straggler  lambs  being 
dropped.  Practically  all  stock  is  turned  out  -on  summer  range  at  this  time. 

WHE AT b ALL :  Several  showers  during  week,  cool  nights,  days  warmer,  present  condi¬ 
tions  favorable  for  growth.  Spring  planting. has  started  over  county 
during  past  week.  Lambing  well  under  way. 

YEL LQWST GEE :  Precipitation  .23.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Beet  seeding 

approximately  three-fourths  completed.  Spring  grains  up.  Some  c  n- 
iir."’  corn  being  planted  ahd  considerable  garden  truck,  in.  Alfalfa  and  pastures 
growing  nicely.  Soil  in  excellent  condition  as  far  as  moisture  is  concerned. 

Winter  wheat  making  rapid  growth  and  haS  excellent  stand  in  practically  every  com¬ 
munity.  Summer  fallow  work  in  full  swing  cn  dryland  farms.  Cricket  control  work 
iinder  way.  P  '  c-.er  dusting  starting  in  several  -  communit  ies .  Five  miles-  of  tin 
terrier  completed,  from  0  or  ben  County  line  following  reservation  boundary  to  top 
of  Yell owstone-Prybr  Creek  divide.  Crickets  starting  to  move  in  low  communities. 
Oiling  of  Lcckwocd  and  possibly  ether  irrigation  ditches  will  start  first  of  next 
week.  Livestock  in  good  co'ndition.  -Water  holes  mostly  full.  Grass  growing  rapid¬ 
ly.  surplus  of  labor. 

Helena,  Montana, 

'  May  3,  1338 


